בס”ד

WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

Motzei
Shabbat

שבת פרשת פקודי
SHABBAT PARSHAT PEKUDEI
2 ADAR II/MARCH 9
Haftorah is Kings I 7:51‑8:21.

Sunday
(3/10)

Monday
(3/11)

Tuesday
(3/12)

Wednesday Thursday
(3/13)
(3/14)

Friday
(3/15)

Earliest Talit

6:23 AM

6:21 AM

6:19 AM

6:18 AM

6:16 AM

6:14 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

1:36 PM

1:36 PM

1:36 PM

1:36 PM

1:36 PM

1:36 PM

Mincha - Maariv

6:40 PM

6:40 PM

6:40 PM

6:40 PM

6:40 PM

6:50 PM

Shkia

6:57 PM

6:59 PM

7:00 PM

7:01 PM

7:02 PM

Tzait

7:42 PM

7:44 PM

7:45 PM

7:46 PM

7:47 PM

Welcome to the Yachad/Yavneh Academy Shabbaton
Thank you to Lori, Betsy, Sarah and Hazkiel for taking care
of the logistics, to those housing our guests, and to our
sponsors: Platinum ($180): Eis, Garfunkel, Heller, Latkin,
Plotnick, S. Wigod and Winchester; Gold ($118): Riskin, Spier and
Wechsler, Silver ($72): Agress, Brenenson, Greene, Kraut, Sonnenblick,
K&A Wigod and Vann; and Bronze ($36): Bernstein, Bickel, Borsuk,
R.Brooks/Chessin Carpe, Eisman, Fineman, Goldgur, Greenbaum/
Goldman, Infield, Katter, Kirschenbaum, Kor, Lang, Levine,
Racenstein, Rein, Smedresman, Sokoloff, Strich and Weinraub

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 5:37 PM
MINCHA - 5:40 PM
TZAIT - 6:40 PM

Yo u c a n h e l p
Ahavat Achim's
finances and it
won't cost you a
cent! Just make
your regular
Amazon purchases at https://
smile.amazon.com/. After a onetime set up designating
Congregation Ahavat Achim of
Fair Lawn as your preferred
charity, nothing more to do
exce pt make your regular
Amazon purchases.
•
Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to Ahavat Achim.
•
AmazonSmile is
the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices,
same service.

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:12 AM
MINCHA - 5:25 PM
SHKIA - 5:56 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 6:41 PM
—————
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Kiddush
Information

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program

To sponsor a
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus
scotch) email Gail at
gplotnick@aol.com.
If you are around when the Rabbi
says “”על המחיה, your assistance in
clean up would be appreciated.

Adult Education

Youth groups start at
10:00 AM!
Contact our Youth Director
Aliza Kaplan to discuss our
children’s youth
programming at
youthdirectoraliza@ahavatachim.org.

Tot Shabbat

GEMARA SHIUR - On Winter
Hiatus.
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES Thursdays at 1:00 PM.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush.
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei
Avot Periodic Shiur.

10:40 AM, with the
Shabbat reading often
featuring a surprise story teller.

Stay & Play
Next get together will
be in the spring on
April 6. See you then.

Teen Hashkama

Community Events
Mar. 17 – Pre-Purim Extravaganza,
with moon bounces, etc., and a kids
Zumba at noon. Shomrei Torah, Sunday,
10:30 AM - 1:00 PM. $12 per child.
Mar. 17 - Purim Party & Puppet
Show, with a puppet show by Small
Wonder Puppet Theater, making
handmade Purim stick puppets.
Refreshments served. Darchei Noam,
Sun., 3:00 - 5:00 PM. $10 per kid/$20
fam. max. RSVP at dno.am/purim.

Mar. 23
May 11
June 22

Pirkei Avot
Teen Learning

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Mar. 16 - E.T. Rustiger Guest Baal
Tefillah
Mar. 17 - Epic Youth Purim Challenge,
1:00 - 3:00 PM ($10/child, $25 family
max).
Apr. 14 - Hagolas Kelim/Pesach
Kashering, 9:00 AM - 11 AM, at the shul
Apr. 19 - Chometz burning at Elliot
Hershkowitz’s home, 37-14 Jasper Rd.,
time to be determined. No lulav burning.
May 4 - Dr. Avivah Zornberg Scholar in
Residence
May 11 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by
Kira & Andrew Wigod in honor of
Mental Health Awareness Month
June 1 - Emily Wechsler Bat Mitzvah
June 1 - 2nd Annual Baruch Crawl
June 1 - Youth Taking Over Seudat
Shelishit in honor of Yom Yerushalayim,
sponsored by Kira & Andrew Wigod
June 8 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by Eli
Zezon in memory of Shlomo ע”הBen
Eliyahu ( זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס”ד- )שלמה בן אליהו
June 22 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of Baroch
Mafzir ע”הBen Samuel (ברוך מפציר בן שמואל
 נלב"ע כ"ד סיון תשנ”ט-)

This Shabbat, at
10:40 AM. For
details contact Ben
at Benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org.

Points To Ponder
(1st) What material was the half shekel measure given in? (i.e. what metal?) What was that
silver used for?
(3rd) What is the last thing they made in the mishkan?
(4th) What does Moshe do when he sees all the elements of the mishkan in their
completion?
(7th) What happens in this aliyah that make it seem like Hashem has forgiven the Jewish
people for the Golden calf ?
Answers to Points To Ponder
(1st) Silver. It was used for casting the sockets for the curtains and the building and the left
over was used for the pegs that held the posts together
(3rd) The blue cord of t'cheilet that attached the words "Holy to Hashem" kodesh
laHashem to the Kohen's headdress
(4th) He blesses the Jewish people
(7th) Hashem had said He would not travel with the Jewish people, but instead send a
malach. Nonetheless, it seems (v.34-38) that Hashem's Glory Itself filled the mishkan
constantly.
Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Rabbi and Rebetzin Shestack of Ahavat Achim
invite you to a

OPEN HOUSE

SEUDAH & PARTY
THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019 3-6 PM
18-19 SADDLE RIVER RD, FAIR LAWN, NJ

singing, Torah, costumes,
fun, madness and jubilation!

בס"ד

פְקּוֵדי תשע”ט
Pekudei 5779

COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please
visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

On Jewish Character
Pekudei has sometimes been called the accountant’s parsha, because that is how it begins, with
the audited accounts of the money and materials donated to the Sanctuary. It is the Torah’s way of
teaching us the need for financial transparency.

But beneath the sometimes dry surface lie two extraordinary stories, one told in last week’s
parsha, the other the week before, teaching us something deep about Jewish nature that is still true
today.

The first has to do with the Sanctuary itself. God told Moses to ask people to make contributions.
Some brought gold, some silver, some copper. Some gave wool or linen or animal-skins. Others
contributed acacia wood, oil, spices or incense. Some gave precious stones for the High Priest’s
breastplate. What was remarkable was the willingness with which they gave:

The people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. So all the skilled workers
who were doing all the work on the Sanctuary left what they were doing and said to Moses, “The
people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the Lord commanded to be done.”

On Jewish Character
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So Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to
make anything else as an offering for the Sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from
bringing more, because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. (Ex.
36:3-7)

They brought too much. Moses had to tell them to stop. That is not the Israelites as we have
become accustomed to seeing them, argumentative, quarrelsome,
ungrateful. This is a people that longs to give.

“This is a people that
longs to give.”

One parsha earlier we read a very different story. The people were anxious. Moses had been up
the mountain for a long time. Was he still alive? Had some accident happened to him? If so, how would
they receive the Divine word telling them what to do and where to go? Hence their demand for a calf –
essentially an oracle, an object through which Divine instruction could be heard.

Aaron, according to the most favoured explanation, realised that he could not stop the people
directly by refusing their request, so he adopted a stalling manoeuvre. He did something with the
intention of slowing them down, trusting that if the work could be delayed, Moses would reappear. This
is what he said:

Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters
are wearing, and bring them to me.” (Ex. 32:2)

According to the Midrash he thought this would create arguments within families and the project
would be delayed. Instead, immediately thereafter, without a pause, we read:

So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. (Ex. 32:3)

Again the same generosity. Now, these two projects could not be less alike. One, the Tabernacle,
was holy. The other, the calf, was close to being an idol. Building the Tabernacle was a supreme
mitzvah; making the calf was a terrible sin. Yet their response was the same in both cases. Hence this
comment of the sages:
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One cannot understand the nature of this people. If they are appealed to for a calf, they give. If
appealed to for the Tabernacle, they give. [Yerushalmi Shekalim 1, 45]

The common factor was generosity. Jews may not always
make the right choices in what they give to, but they give.

“Jews may not always
make the right choices
in what they give to, but
they give.”

In the twelfth century, Moses Maimonides twice interrupts
his customary calm legal prose in his law code, the Mishneh Torah, to make the same point. Speaking
about tzedakah, charity, he says:

“We have never seen or heard about a Jewish community which does not have a charity
fund.” [Laws of Gifts to the poor, 9:3]

The idea that a Jewish community could exist without a network of charitable provisions was almost
inconceivable. Later in the same book, Maimonides says:

We are obligated to be more scrupulous in fulfilling the commandment of tzedakah than any other
positive commandment because tzedakah is the sign of the righteous person, a descendant of
Abraham our father, as it is said, “For I know him, that he will command his children . . . to do
tzedakah” . . . If someone is cruel and does not show mercy, there are sufficient grounds to suspect
his lineage, since cruelty is found only among the other nations . . . Whoever refuses to give charity
is called Belial, the same term which is applied to idol worshippers.
[Laws of Gifts to the poor, 10:1-3]

Maimonides is here saying more than that Jews give charity. He is saying that a charitable
disposition is written into Jewish genes, part of our inherited DNA. It is one of the signs of being a child
of Abraham, so much so that if someone does not give charity there are “grounds to suspect his lineage.”
Whether this is nature or nurture or both, to be Jewish is to give.

There is a fascinating feature of the geography of the land of Israel. It contains two seas: the Sea
of Galilee and the Dead Sea. The Sea of Galilee is full of life. The Dead Sea, as its name implies, is not.
Yet they are fed by the same river, the Jordan. The difference is that the Sea of Galilee receives water
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and gives water. The Dead Sea receives but does not give. To receive but not to give is, in Jewish
geography as well as Jewish psychology, simply not life.

So it was in the time of Moses. So it is today. In virtually every country in which Jews live, their
charitable giving is out of all proportion to their numbers. In Judaism, to live is to give.

“In Judaism,
to live is to give.”

Shabbat Shalom
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