
 

Rabbi Ely Shestack                   President Stephen Agress

NOVEMBER 16, 2019     |     CANDLE LIGHTING 4:20 PM     |     HAVDALA 5:22 PM 

FRIDAY EVENING
MINCHA 4:25 PM
TZAIT HAKOCHAVIM 5:23 PM
SHABBAT

HASHKAMA 8:05 AM
MAIN 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA 9:13 AM
MINCHA 4:05 PM
MAARIV 5:22 PM

SUNDAY 
11/17

MONDAY 
11/18

TUESDAY 
11/19

WEDNESDAY 
11/20

THURSDAY 
11/21

FRIDAY 
11/22

SHACHARIT 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

MINCHA/MAARIV 4:20 PM 4:20 PM

MAARIV ONLY 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM

Earliest Talit 5:48 AM 5:49 AM 5:50 AM 5:51AM 5:52 AM 5:53 AM
Gedolah 12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:07 PM
Shkia 4:37 PM 4:36 PM 4:35 PM 4:34 PM 4:34 PM
Tzait Hakochavim 5:22 PM 5:21 PM 5:20 PM 5:19 PM 5:19 PM

בס”ד

 שבת פרשת וירא
SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYEIRA 

18 CHESHVAN 

Haftorah is Kings II:4:1-37.

HAPPENINGS & EVENTS 
Kiddush and Seudah shlishit are sponsored by the Kor 
family in honor of David’s Aufruf and upcoming marriage to 
Loni Donner! Welcome to David’s grandfathers, Murray 
Bader and Albert Kor, Loni’s father, Irah, her brothers, Zac 
and JJ, brother in-law, Dan, and to all family and friends 
joining us for this Shabbat. May the beautiful couple be 
elevated in the building of a faithful house of Israel.  
  יעלה הזיווג יפה ויבנו בית נאמן בישראל

Welcome to Javier Coello and his wife Laura Dantus who moved into Fair 
Lawn this week. 

Mazel tov to the Stone Pony Table, winners of the Sisterhood Trivia Night. A 
great night with wine and cheese was had by all! 

Bulletin is sponsored by Saragail Chessin Carpe in 

memory of her wonderful parents Philipע”ה and Fannieע”ה 

Shapiro Chessin, with unending love, respect and 

admiration. 

Wedding Day: November 16, 1930

WEEKDAY MINYANIM AT AHAVAT ACHIM

ZMANIM OF INTEREST 

———————

———————

———————



 

Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

FUTURE EVENTS 

Nov. 23 - Shamai Bernstein Bar Mitzvah 
Nov. 23 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 
Seymour Wigod in memory of his parents 
Abraham (Avraham ben z'ml  ע”ה) and Edith 
(Eta bat Moshe ע”ה) 
Nov. 29 - College Tisch at the Rabbi’s home 
Nov. 29 - Friday Night Lights. Details to 
follow  
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah 
Dec. 7 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 
Betsy & Marty Sonnenblick on the Yahrzeit 
of Betsy's mother Elaine Perlmutterע”ה, Elka 
Shaindel bat Tzvi Hersch 
Dec 13 - Oneg Shabbat, at the home of 
Joyce Heller, 14 Kershner Pl., at 7:30 PM 
Dec. 14 - Moroccan and Persian Cooking 
Dec. 21 - Julia Brenenson Bat Mitzvah 
Dec. 27 - Chanukah Dinner 
Jan 4 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 
the Wigod and Sokoloff family in 
memory of Ron’s and Cheryl’s ע”ה parents 
Leonore (Leah bat Zev ע”ה) and Benjamin 
(Boruch Chaim ben Zevulun Aryeh ע”ה) 
Sokoloff 
Jan 10 - Oneg Shabbat 
Jan. 25 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 
the Sonnenblicks on the Yahrzeit of Marty's 
mother Heleneע”ה,eהענטשא מאטל בת ר׳ זלמן 
Feb. 1 - Brett Spier Aufruf 
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb 14 - Oneg Shabbat  
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 
Feb. 29 - 3rd Annual Comedy Night 
Mar. 1 - Diaper Drive Event 
Mar. 6 - Oneg Shabbat 
May 16 - Mental Health Awareness 
program at Seudah Shlishit, sponsored by 
Kira & Andrew Wigod 
May 30 - Baruch Crawl 

KIDDUSH INFORMATION 

• To sponsor a Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, 
plus scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 

• If you are around when the Rabbi says 
 your assistance in clean up ,”על המחיה“
would be appreciated. 

GITA COOPERWASSERע”ה 

YOUTH PROGRAM INFO 

• Youth Chabura, from 1st to 5th grade, 
meet Ben Greenbaum at the main minyan 
at 9:00 AM 

• Teen Mussaf minyan for 6th-12th grade 
boys and girls starting  at 10:15 AM in the 
Beit Midrash. 

• 11th - 12th graders, meet Andrew Wigod 
at 10:30 AM. 

• Tot Shabbat, 10:30 AM! 

• Email ideas/suggestions for the Youth 
Program to kira.batist.msw@gmail.com 

WEEKLY SHIURIM 

• FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH THOUGHT - 
TBD. 

• BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - Monday 
evenings, 8:15 PM. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Nov. 24 - Breakfast with Special Speaker 
Dovid Lichtenstein of Headlines Podcast, 
Sunday, 9:00 AM, at Shomrei Torah. Free 
when you make a reservation before Nov. 
21 at http://www.shomrei-torah.org/event/
lichtenstein.
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PARSHA POINTS TO PONDER 
(2nd) In this aliyah we are presented with Hashem's "inner monologue" of why He chooses to "check with Avraham" before destroying Sedom. What is the ultimate reason Hashem gives for 
speaking with Avraham?

(4th) The pasuk cited in the Gemara in Brachot as the source of Avraham establishing Shacharit is found in this aliyah. Avraham wakes up in the morning and does something. What does he 
do? (hint: it's another word for shmona esrei)

(4th) What is Avraham's justification to Avimelech for lying about Sarah?

(6th) Why is Be'er Sheva called Be'er Sheva?

(7th) What does Avraham call the place where he performs the Akeidah?


Answers to Points To Ponder 
(2nd) Hashem wants Avraham to follow in His ways of justice and kindness, so Hashem "feels the need" to explain how destroying Sedom fits within that broader mission of justice and kindness.

(4th) Amidah. He stands amad in place.

(4th) There is no fear of Hashem in this place and therefore they would have killed him for his wife. 

(6th) Because Avraham gave Avimelech 7 sheep to seal their alliance.

(7th) Hashem Yireh - either Hashem was seen or Hashem is feared.


18-25 Saddle River Road 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410  

201.797.0502 
www.ahavatachim.org 

To dedicate a bulletin for $36 ($54 w/
Photo), email dgorelik@gmail.com

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
mailto:dgorelik@gmail.com
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
mailto:dgorelik@gmail.com


 

 בס"ד
     

          וירא תש״ף
Vayera 5780

 I have written about the binding of Isaac many times in these studies, each time proposing an interpretation 
somewhat different from the ones given by the classic commentators. I do so for a simple reason. 

 The Torah, and Tanach generally, regard child sacrifice as one of the worst of evils. Child sacrifice was widely 
practised in the ancient world. In 2 Kings 3:26-27, we read of how the Moabite king Mesha, in the course of war against 
Israel, Judah and Edom, sacrificed his eldest son to the god Chemosh. Had the point of the trial been Abraham’s willingness 
to sacrifice his son, then in terms of the value system of Tanach itself he would have proven himself no better than a pagan 
king. 

 Besides this, the name Abram means “mighty father.” The change of name to Abraham was meant to signify “father 
of many nations.” God said that He chose Abram “so that he will instruct his children and his household after him to go in 
the way of the Lord,” meaning that Abraham was chosen to be a role model of fatherhood. A model father does not sacrifice 
his child. 

 The classic interpretation given by most of the commentators is beautiful and moving. Abraham showed that he 
loved God more than he loved his own son. But for the reasons above, I prefer to continue to search for different 
interpretations. Unquestionably, there was a trial. It involved Isaac. It tested Abraham’s faith to the limit. But it was about 
something else. 

 One of the most perplexing features of the Abraham story is the disconnect between God’s promises and the 
reality. Seven times, God promised Abraham the land. Yet when Sarah died, he owned not even a burial plot and had to buy 
one at an exorbitant price. 

 At the very opening of the story (see parshat Lech Lecha), God called on him to leave his land, his birthplace and 
his father’s house, and promised him, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.” Without demur or 
hesitation, Abraham left, began the journey, and arrived in the land of Canaan. He came to Shechem and built an altar 
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Negative Capability 

Scan (after 
Shabbat) to join 

one of Rabbi Sacks’ 
WhatsApp groups.

“With thanks to The Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation for their generous 
sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation. Maurice was a visionary 

philanthropist. Vivienne was a woman of the deepest humility. Together, they 
were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving.”



there. He moved on to Bet-El and built an altar there as well. Then almost immediately we read that “There was a famine in 
the land.” 

 Abraham and his household were forced to go to Egypt. There, he found that his life was at risk. He asked Sarah to 
pretend to be his sister rather than his wife, thus putting her in a false position, (conduct which Ramban intensely 
criticised). Where, at that moment, was the Divine blessing? How was it that, leaving his land and following God’s call, 
Abraham found himself in a morally dangerous situation where he was forced to choose between asking his wife to live a lie, 
and exposing himself to the probability, perhaps certainty, of his own death? 

 A pattern is beginning to emerge. Abraham was learning that there is a long and winding road between promise and 
fulfilment. Not because God does not keep His word, but because Abraham and his descendants were charged with bringing 
something new into the world. A sacred society. A nation formed by covenant. An abandonment of idolatry. An austere 
code of conduct. A more intimate relationship with God than any people has ever known. It would become a nation of 
pioneers. And God was teaching Abraham from the very beginning that this demands extraordinary strengths of character, 
because nothing great and transformative happens overnight in the 
human world. You have to keep going, even if you are tired and lost, 
exhausted and despondent. 

 God will bring about everything He promised. But not immediately. And not directly. God seeks change in the real 
world of everyday lives. And He seeks those who have the tenacity of faith to keep going despite all the setbacks. That is 
what the life of Abraham was about. 

 Nowhere was this clearer than in relation to God’s promise of children. Four times, God spoke about this to 
Abraham: 

[1] “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.” (Gen. 12:2) 

[2] “I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring 
could be counted.” (Gen. 13:16) 

[3] “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” (Gen. 15:5) 

[4] “No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many 
nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.” (Gen. 17:5-6) 

 Four ascending promises: a great nation, as many as the dust of the earth, as the stars of the sky; not one nation but 
many nations. Abraham heard these promises and had faith in them: “Abram believed the Lord, and He reckoned it to him 
as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6). 
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“Nothing great and 
transformative happens 

overnight in the human world.” 



 Then God gave Abraham some painful news. His son by Hagar, Ishmael, would not be his spiritual heir. God would 
bless him and make him a great nation, “But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this 
time next year.” (Gen. 17:21). 

 It is against this background of four promises of countless children, and a further promise that Abraham’s covenant 
would be continued by Isaac, that we must set the chilling words that open the trial: “Take your son, your only son, the son 
that you love – Isaac – and offer him up.” 

 The trial was not to see whether Abraham had the courage to sacrifice his son. As we saw above, even pagans like 
Mesha king of Moab had that courage. It was widespread in the ancient world, and completely abhorrent to Judaism. 

 The trial was not to see whether Abraham had the strength to give up something he loved. He had shown this time 
and time again. At the very beginning of his story he gave up his land, his birthplace and his father’s house, everything that 
was familiar to him, everything that spoke of home. In the previous chapter, he gave up his firstborn son Ishmael whom, it is 
clear, he also loved. Was there even the slightest doubt that he would give up Isaac, who was so clearly God’s miraculous 
gift, arriving when Sarah was already postmenopausal? 

 The trial was to see whether Abraham could live with what seemed to be a clear contradiction between God’s word now, 
and God’s word on five previous occasions, promising him children and a covenant that would be continued by Isaac. 

 The Rabbis knew that there were instances where two verses contradicted one another until a third verse came to 
resolve the contradiction. That was Abraham’s situation. He was faced with a contradiction, and there was as yet no further 
verse to resolve it. That was the test. Could Abraham live with uncertainty? 

 He did just that. He prepared himself for the sacrifice. But he told no one else. When he and Isaac set off on the 
third day on their own, he told the two servants who had accompanied them, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the 
boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” When Isaac asked, “Where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” Abraham replied, “God Himself will provide the lamb.” 

 These statements are usually taken as diplomatic evasions. I believe, however, that Abraham meant exactly what he 
said. He was living the contradiction. He knew God had told him to 
sacrifice his son, but he also knew that God had told him that He would 
establish an everlasting covenant with his son. 

 The trial of the binding of Isaac was not about sacrifice but about 
uncertainty. Until it was over, Abraham did not know what to believe, or how it would end. He believed that the God who 
promised him a son would not allow him to sacrifice that son. But he did not know how the contradiction between God’s 
promise and His command would resolve itself. 
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“The trial of the binding of 
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 The poet John Keats, in a letter to his brothers George and Thomas in 1817, sought to define what made 
Shakespeare so great compared to other writers. He possessed, he said, “Negative Capability – that is, when a man is 
capable of being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact and reason.” Shakespeare, in 
other words, was open to life in all its multiplicity and complexity, its conflicts and contradictions, while other, lesser 
writers sought to reduce it to a single philosophical frame. What Shakespeare was to literature, Abraham was to faith. 

I believe that Abraham taught us that faith is not certainty; it is the courage to live with uncertainty. He had negative 
capability. He knew the promises would come true; he could live with the uncertainty of not knowing how or when. 
 

Shabbat Shalom 
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AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE 
The Family Edition of Covenant & Conversation is an accompanying resource available to download 
each week from www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition (or via the main Covenant & Conversation email). It helps parents take Rabbi Sacks’ 
ideas from this essay and make them more accessible to teenagers. Each week, we will include three key questions from the Family Edition to inspire 
discussion around your Shabbat table. For more educational content as well as discussion pointers for parents, please see the Family Edition!  

1. Why do you think God had to test Abraham at all? 

2. What do you think the message of the story of the “Akeidat Yitzchak", the ”Binding of Isaac" is? 

3. Who do you think has stronger faith, someone who believes without question, or someone who lives in 
uncertainty and doubt?

http://www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition
http://www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition

