PARSHAT VAYESHEV | DECEMBER 21 – DECEMBER 27, 2019 | KISLEV 23 - KISLEV 29 | CANDLE LIGHTING 4:12PM | HAVDALAH 5:16PM
IN SHUL THIS SHABBAT

SHABBAT DAVENING
FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 20
CANDLE LIGHTING:

4:12PM

MINCHA:

4:15PM

SHABBAT, DECEMBER 21
HASHKAMA MINYAN

8:05AM

MAIN MINYAN

9:00AM

ADULT EDUCATION

Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by
the Brenensons in honor of Julia’s bat
mitzvah.

Chanukah Shiur:
Wednesday December 25, 9:00 AM
(Breakfast will be served, please RSVP)

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by Dina
and Elliot Greene on the Yahrzeit of
Dina's mother, Zelda Rubinowitz (Zelda
bat Hertzel)ע”ה

Fundamentals of Jewish Thought:

IN OUR FAMILY

LAST KRIAT SHMA

9:36AM

MINCHA/SEUDAH
SHLISHIT:

4:00PM

Events
Dec. 21 - Teen Night Out for 6-12th
grade boys and girls @ Humdingers

MAARIV/HAVDALAH:

5:16PM

Dec. 21 - Youth Movie night, 6 PM at the
Jacob Home with dinner, sufganiyot, and a
D'var Torah by Rabbi Shestack

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Mazel Tov to the Brenenson family on
the bat mitzvah of Julia. Welcome
everyone joining us from near and far
this Shabbat.
Births
Mazel Tov to Elyce and Steve
Smedresman on the birth of a grandson
to Jordan and Heather.
Mazel Tov to Rose and Ron Dworkis on
the birth of a grandson and to parents
Sharon and Adam Brooks

Every Shabbat After Kiddush

Beginners Gemarah Shiur:
Mondays, 8:15 PM
(Hint: It’s not just for beginners!)

GITA COOPERWASSERע”ה
YOUTH PROGRAM INFO
• Youth Chabura, 1st to 5th grade, meet
•
•
•
•

Matthew Levine at the main minyan,
9:00AM
Teen Haftorah & Mussaf minyan for
6th-12th grade boys and girls starting
10:20AM in the Beit Midrash.
11th - 12th graders, meet Andrew
Wigod at 11:00 AM.
Tot Shabbat, 10:30AM.
Email ideas/suggestions for the Youth
Program to
kira.batist.msw@gmail.com

THIS COMING WEEK
Chanukah begins Sunday night,
December 22nd! See page 3 for halachot
and upcoming Chanukah events!

WEEKDAY DAVENING TIMES
SUNDAY
12/22

MONDAY
12/23

TUESDAY
12/24

WEDNESDAY
12/25

THURSDAY
12/26

FRIDAY
12/27

SHACHARIT

8:15 AM

6:10 AM

6:10 AM

8:00 AM

6:10 AM

6:10 AM

MINCHA/MAARIV

4:20 PM

4:20 PM

4:20 PM

MAARIV ONLY

8:00 PM
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4:20 PM
8:00 PM
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FUTURE EVENTS

KIDDUSH SPONSOR
• To sponsor a Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318,
plus scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com.
• If you are around when the Rabbi says
“”על המחיה, your assistance in clean up
would be appreciated.

Dec. 25 - Chanukah Shiur, 9am after
Shacharit.
Dec. 27 - Latke and Vodka Happy Hour
Dec. 27 - Chanukah Dinner
Jan 3 - Friday nights lights. Mincha/
Maariv at shul; Dinner at Katter home.
Jan 4 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by
the Wigod and Sokoloff family in
memory of Ron’s and Cheryl’s ע”ה
parents Leonore (Leah bat Zev )ע”ה
and Benjamin
(Boruch Chaim ben Zevulun Aryeh )ע”ה
Sokoloff
Jan 4 - Sephardic Cooking
Demonstration, 7:30PM
Jan 10 - Oneg Shabbat
Jan. 25 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored
by the Sonnenblicks on the Yahrzeit of
Marty's mother Heleneע”ה,eהענטשא
מאטל בת ר׳ זלמן
Feb. 1 - Brett Spier Aufruf
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah
Feb 14 - Oneg Shabbat
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton
Feb. 29 - 3rd Annual Comedy Night

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Dec. 26 – Chanukah Party at BounceU in
Paramus. A hoppin’ good time will be had by
all! $18 per child; $40 per family max. To
register or sponsor, visit dno.am/5780/
chanukah. A Darchei Noam event, Thursday
night, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM.

PARSHA POINTS TO PONDER

(1st) Why did the brothers not like Yosef? (there are multiple possible answers)
(3rd) What do the brothers do after they sell Yosef?
(4th) Discussion question: Why does the Torah tell us about the story of Yehuda and Tamar?
(7th) What does Yosef do to initiate his encounter with the oﬃcers of Paroah in prison?
Answers to Points To Ponder

(1st) He spoke negatively about them (v.2); he was the youngest/favorite (v.3); he was the top student (Ramban, v.3)
(3rd) They slaughter a goat and dip Yosef's coat in it, i.e. they cover their tracks.
(7th) He notices there's something wrong (v.6) and he asks them "what's wrong" (v.7).

ZEMANIM
SUNDAY
12/22

MONDAY
12/23

TUESDAY
12/24

WEDNESDAY
12/25

THURSDAY
12/26

FRIDAY
12/27

Earliest Talit

6:18 AM

6:18 AM

6:19 AM

6:19 AM

6:19 AM

6:20 AM

Gedolah

12:18 PM

12:19 PM

12:19 PM

12:20PM

12:20PM

12:21PM

Shkia

4:32 PM

4:32 PM

4:33 PM

4:34 PM

4:34 PM

Tzait

5:17 PM

5:17 PM

5:18 PM

5:19 PM

5:19 PM

5:20 PM

First Night

Second Night

Third Night

Fourth Night

Fifth Night

Sixth Night

Chanukah
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Friday Night, December 27: Shabbat Chanukah:
Join us for a memorable shabbat Chanukah, Friday December 27 at
4:15 as we welcome Shabbat with guest baal tephila ET
Lustiger. Following davening, everyone is invited to a LATKE & VODKA
pre-dinner Chanukah celebration*. There will also be dreidels and
snacks for kids. To help defray the LATKE & VODKA costs,
we welcome sponsorship of $18 (or more).
The Lang and Schwitzer families, our Chatan Torah/Chatan B'reishit,
have generously offered to sponsor the annual Friday night, Chanukah
dinner. Thank you to the Lang and Schwitzer families for seeing the
opportunity for Achdut, unity in celebrating Chanukah together as a
family shul, and for making the dinner FREE for all members. Because
there is a limit to the number of people we can accommodate, we can
only accept accommodate reservations for up to 150 people, and will
not accept any reservations after midnight Saturday night, December
21, 2019. RSVP to Randi Spier.
*Everyone participating in latke and vodka is required to hear Kiddush and make
hamotzi before partaking. Kiddush and challah will be provided for all. For Halachic
reasoning, please see the Rabbi.

 הנוכה- Chanukah
One should light Chanukah candles as close to 10 minutes after sunset as possible (excepting Sat.
night). However, it is preferable for the family to light together rather than have a portion of the family light
earlier. Everyone in the household is encouraged to light Chanukah candles. (The matriarch of the
household should follow the family custom.) There must be enough oil/wax to last one half hour past the
time when the stars appear. If one is lighting after the appearance of the stars there must still be enough
oil to burn for half an hour.
Under extenuating circumstances, one may light even after midnight if any members of the family are
awake to see the lights. If the Chanukah lights are accidentally extinguished prior to having burned the
requisite time, one is not obligated by Halacha to rekindle them. It is, however, permissible to rekindle
them- but without a bracha.
There is a custom to give children Chanukah Gelt as part of publicizing the miracle.
In Shemonah Esrei and Bircat HaMazon add ( ועל הנסיםdo not repeat if omitted). At Shacharit we recite
complete Hallel.
 ו' דחנוכה- Sixth Night of Chanukah
Friday Afternoon - December 27 (29 Kislev)
We light the Chanukah Menorah at home before lighting the Shabbat candles. One must be careful to
use enough oil (or light a large enough candle) to remain lit until thirty minutes after the appearance of
three stars. There is a minhag to daven Mincha before lighting the Menorah, but one should not delay the
welcoming of Shabbat because of this. One may not light Chanukah or Shabbat candles earlier than Plag
HaMincha (3:37 PM).
Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

בס"ד

וישב תש״ף
Vayeshev 5780
Scan (after
Shabbat) to join
one of Rabbi Sacks’
WhatsApp groups.

“With thanks to The Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation for their generous
sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation. Maurice was a visionary
philanthropist. Vivienne was a woman of the deepest humility. Together, they
were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving.”

The Angel who did not know he was an Angel
The story of Joseph and his brothers, spread over four parshiyot, is the longest and most tightlyscripted of all the narratives in the Torah. Nothing is there by accident; every detail counts. One
moment, however, seems gloriously irrelevant – and it is this that contains one of the most beautiful of
the Torah’s ideas.
With great speed, we are introduced to the broad lines of the story. Joseph is envied and hated by his
brothers. So deep has the animosity gone that they cannot talk peaceably with one another. Now the
brothers have left home to tend their sheep, and Jacob tells Joseph to go and see how they are doing. This
encounter will set in motion the central drama from which all else will follow: the moment when the
brothers sell Joseph into Egypt as a slave.
But it nearly didn’t happen. Joseph arrived at Shechem where he expected his brothers to be, but
they were not there. He might well have wandered around for a while and then, failing to find them, gone
home. None of the events that take up the rest of the Torah would have happened: no Joseph the slave, no
Joseph the viceroy, no storage of food during the years of plenty, no descent of Joseph’s family to Egypt, no
exile, no slavery, no exodus. The entire story – already revealed in broad outlines to Abraham in a night
vision – seemed about to be derailed. Then we read the following:

A man found [Joseph] wandering around in the fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?” He
replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their flocks?” “They
have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph
went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. (Gen. 37:15-17)

I know of no comparable passage in the Torah: three verses dedicated to an apparently trivial,
eminently forgettable detail of someone having to ask directions from a stranger. Who was this unnamed
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man? And what conceivable message does the episode hold for future generations, for us? Rashi says he was
the angel Gabriel. Ibn Ezra says he was a passer-by. Ramban however says that “the Holy One, blessed be
He, sent him a guide without his knowledge.”
I am not sure whether Ramban meant without Joseph’s knowledge or without the guide’s knowledge.
I prefer to think both. The anonymous man – so the Torah is intimating – represented an intrusion of
providence to make sure that Joseph went to where he was supposed to be, so that the rest of the drama
could unfold. He may not have known he had such a role. Joseph surely did not know. To put it as simply as
I can: he was an angel who didn’t know he was an angel. He had a vital role in the story. Without him, it
would not have happened. But he had no way of knowing, at the time, the significance of his intervention.
The message could not be more significant. When heaven intends something to happen, and it seems
to be impossible, sometimes it sends an angel down to earth – an angel who didn’t know he or she was an
angel – to move the story from here to there. Let me tell
the story of two such angels, without whom there might
not be a State of Israel today.
One was a remarkable young woman from a
Sephardi family who, at the age of seventeen, married into
the most famous Ashkenazi family in the world. Her name

“When heaven intends
something to happen
sometimes it sends an angel to
unknowingly move the story
from here to there.”

was Dorothy Pinto; her husband was James de Rothschild, son of the great Baron Edmond de Rothschild
who did so much to support the settlement of the land in the days before the proclamation of the State.
A critical juncture occurred during the First World War that would eventually lead to the defeat of
the Ottoman Empire and the placing of Palestine under a British mandate. Suddenly, Britain became
absolutely central to the Zionist dream. A key figure in the Zionist movement, Chaim Weizmann, was in
Britain, experimenting and lecturing in chemistry at Manchester University. But Weizmann was a Russian
immigrant, not a prominent member of British society. Manchester was not London. Chemistry was not
politics. The most influential and well-connected Jewish family was the Rothschilds. But Edmond was in
France. James was a soldier on the battlefield. And not every member of the British Rothschilds was a
Zionist.
At that moment, Dorothy suddenly assumed a leading role. She was only nineteen when she first met
Weizmann in December 1914, and understood very little of the political complexities involved in realising
the Zionist dream. But she learned quickly. She was perceptive, resourceful, energetic, delightful and
determined. She connected Weizmann with everyone he needed to know and persuade. Simon Schama, in
his definitive account of Two Rothschilds and the Land of Israel, says that “young as she was… she
combined charm, intelligence and more than a hint of steely resolution in just the right mixture to coax
commitment from the equivocal, enthusiasm from the lukewarm and sympathy from the indifferent.”
His judgement on the effect of her interventions is that “through tireless but prudent social
diplomacy she had managed to open avenues of influence and persuasion at a time when they were badly
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needed.”1 The result, in 1917, was the Balfour Declaration, a milestone in the history of Zionism – and we
should not forget that the Declaration itself took the form of a letter to Lord (Walter) Rothschild.
Dorothy’s husband James, in his will, left the money to build the Knesset, Israel’s parliament
building. In her own will, Dorothy left the money to build a new Supreme Court Building, a project
undertaken by her nephew Jacob, the current Lord Rothschild. But of all the things she did, it was those
connections she made for Chaim Weizmann in the years 1914 to 1917 that were surely the most important.
Without them, there might have been no Balfour Declaration and no State of Israel.
The other figure, who could not have been less like Dorothy de Rothschild, was Eddie Jacobson. The
son of poor Jewish immigrants, born in New York’s Lower East Side, he moved with his family to Kansas
City where he met a young man called Harry Truman. They knew one another in their youth, and became
close in 1917 when they underwent military training together. After the end of World War I, they opened a
haberdashery business together. It failed in 1922 because of the recession.
From then on, they went their separate ways, Jacobson as a travelling salesman, and Truman
successively a county administrator, Senator, Vice-President, and then when F.D. Roosevelt died in office in
1945, President of the United States. Despite their very different life-trajectories, the two stayed friends, and
Jacobson would often visit Truman, talking to him about, among
other things, about the fate of European Jewry during the
Holocaust.
After the war, the position of America vis-à-vis the State of

“I think of them both as
angels who did not know
they were angels.”

Israel was deeply ambivalent. The State Department was opposed. Truman himself refused to meet Chaim
Weizmann. On 13 March 1948, Jacobson went to the White House and persuaded Truman to change his
mind and meet Weizmann. Largely as a result of this, the United States became the first nation to grant
diplomatic recognition to Israel on 14 May 1948.
Many years later, Truman wrote:

One of the proudest moments of my life occurred at 6:12 p.m. on Friday, May 14, 1948, when I was
able to announce recognition of the new State of Israel by the government of the United States. I
remain particularly gratified by the role I was fortunate to play in the birth of Israel as, in the
immortal words of the Balfour Declaration, “a national home for the Jewish people.”

Two people, Dorothy de Rothschild and Eddie Jacobson, appeared on the scene of history and
connected Chaim Weizmann with individuals he might otherwise not have met, among them Arthur Balfour2
and Harry Truman. They were like the stranger who connected Joseph and his brothers, but with infinitely
more positive consequences. I think of them both as angels who did not know they were angels.

1

Simon Schama, Two Rothschilds and the Land of Israel, Collins, 1978, 196-98.

2

Weizmann had met Arthur Balfour already, but without Dorothy he would not have had the influence that he eventually came to
have over a whole circle of leading politicians.
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Perhaps this is true not only about the destiny of nations but also about each of us at critical
junctures in our lives. I believe that there are times when we feel lost, and then someone says or
does something that lifts us or points the way to a new direction and destination. Years later,
looking back, we see how important that intervention was, even though it seemed slight at the time. That is
when we know that we too encountered an angel who didn’t know he or she was an angel. That is what the
story of Joseph’s stranger is about.
Shabbat Shalom

AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE
The Family Edition of Covenant & Conversation is an accompanying resource available to
download each week from www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition (or via the main Covenant & Conversation email). It helps parents and
educators take Rabbi Sacks’ ideas from this essay and make them more accessible to teenagers. Each week, we will include three key
questions from the Family Edition to inspire discussion around your Shabbat table. For more educational content as well as discussion
pointers when answering these questions, please see the Family Edition!

1. Why do you think the story of Joseph and his brothers is so detailed, and so full of plot twists?
2. Can you think of a time where the direction of your life was changed by an "angel who didn't
even know they were an angel"?
3. What will your unique contribution to history be? How will you discover what history needs
from you?
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