
 

SUNDAY  
12/29

MONDAY  
12/30

TUESDAY 
12/31

WEDNESDAY 
1/1

THURSDAY 
1/2

FRIDAY 
1/3

SHACHARIT 8:00 AM 6:10 AM 6:25 AM 8:00 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

MINCHA/MAARIV 4:20 PM 4:20 PM 4:20 PM 4:25 PM

MAARIV ONLY 8:00 PM 8:00 PM

PARSHAT MIKEITZ   |   DECEMBER 28 – JANUARY 3, 2019   |   30 KISLEV- 6 TEVET   |   CANDLE LIGHTING 4:16PM    |    HAVDALAH 5:21PM 

18-25 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 • 201.797.0502 • WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 27

CANDLE LIGHTING: 4:16PM

MINCHA: 4:20PM

SHABBAT, DECEMBER 28

HASHKAMA MINYAN 8:05AM

MAIN MINYAN 9:00AM

LAST KRIAT SHMA 9:39AM

MINCHA/SEUDAH 
SHLISHIT:

4:05PM

MAARIV/HAVDALAH: 5:21PM

Av Harachamim and Haskarat Neshamot  
not recited

ROSH CHODESH TEVET

SHABBAT 12/28, SUNDAY 12/29

MOLAD

THURSDAY 12/26 8:02 (8 chalakim) PM

IN SHUL THIS SHABBAT 

Friday Night, December 27: 
Join us for a memorable Shabbat 
Chanukah, as we welcome Shabbat with 
guest baal tephila ET Lustiger. Following 
davening, everyone is invited to a LATKE 
& VODKA pre-dinner Chanukah 
celebration. There will also be dreidels 
and snacks for the kids. Thank you to all 
the generous sponsors (see page 3 for 
names). 

 
This Friday is also the Annual Friday 
Night Chanukah Dinner! This year it is 
sponsored by The Lang and Schwitzer 
families. Thank you to the Lang and 
Schwitzer families for seeing the 
opportunity for Achdut, unity in 
celebrating Chanukah together as a 
family shul. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Fundamentals of Jewish Thought: 
Every Shabbat After Kiddush 

Beginners Gemarah Shiur:  
Mondays, 8:15 PM 
(Hint: It’s not just for beginners!) 

GITA COOPERWASSERע”ה 

YOUTH PROGRAM INFO 
• Youth Chabura, 1st to 5th grade, meet 

Matthew Levine at the main minyan, 
9:00AM 

• Teen Haftorah & Mussaf minyan for 
6th-12th grade boys and girls starting 
10:20AM in the Beit Midrash. 

• 11th - 12th graders, meet Andrew 
Wigod at 11:00 AM. 

• Tot Shabbat, 10:30AM. 
• Email ideas/suggestions for the Youth 

Program to 
kira.batist.msw@gmail.com 
 
THIS COMING WEEK 

Rosh Chodesh Tevet is Shabbat and 
Sunday! 

Chanukah continues until Monday 
night, December 30th! See page 3 for 
halachot. 

 

SHABBAT DAVENING

WEEKDAY DAVENING TIMES

בס"ד
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FUTURE EVENTS 

Jan 3 - Friday nights lights. Mincha/
Maariv at shul; Dinner at Katter home. 
Jan 4 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by 
the Wigod and Sokoloff family in 
memory of Ron’s and Cheryl’s ע”ה 
parents Leonore (Leah bat Zev ע”ה) 
and Benjamin 
(Boruch Chaim ben Zevulun Aryeh ע”ה) 
Sokoloff 
Jan 4 - Sephardic Cooking 
Demonstration, 7:30PM 
Jan 10 - Oneg Shabbat 
Jan 11 - Family Havdalah Pajama Party 
for children 2-11, 6:15-7:45 pm 
Jan. 25 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored 
by the Sonnenblicks on the Yahrzeit of 
Marty's mother Heleneע”ה,eהענטשא 
 מאטל בת ר׳ זלמן
Feb. 1 - Brett Spier Aufruf 
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb 14 - Oneg Shabbat  
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 
Feb. 29 - 3rd Annual Comedy Night 

KIDDUSH SPONSOR 

• To sponsor a Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, 
plus scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 

• If you are around when the Rabbi says 
 your assistance in clean up ,”על המחיה“
would be appreciated. 

AMAZON SMILE 

You can help Ahavat Achim and it won't 
cost you a cent! Just make regular 
Amazon pu rchases a t h t tps : / /
smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time 
set up designating your preferred 
charity as Congregation Ahavat Achim 
of Fair Lawn, just make your regular 
Amazon purchases.   
• Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to Ahavat Achim. 

• Amazon Smile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same 
prices, same service.

PARSHAT MIKEITZ

SUNDAY**  
12/29

MONDAY  
12/30

TUESDAY 
12/31

WEDNESDAY 
1/1

THURSDAY 
1/2

FRIDAY 
1/3

Earliest Talit 6:20 AM 6:21 AM 6:21 AM 6:21 AM 6:19 AM 6:20 AM

Gedolah 12:22 PM 12:22 PM 12:23 PM 12:23 PM 12:24PM 12:24PM

Shkia 4:36 PM 4:37 PM 4:38 PM 4:39 PM 4:40 PM

Tzait 5:21 PM 5:22 PM 5:23 PM 5:24 PM 5:25 PM 5:25 PM

Chanukah Eighth Night

PARSHA POINTS TO PONDER 

(2nd) What aspect of Yosef's interpretation does Yosef think Paroah will be most incredulous about?  
(3rd) Why are Menashe and Ephraim given their respective names? 
(5th) What detail about the sale of Yosef (two weeks ago) do we learn in this aliyah? 
(7th) What do we learn about the Egyptian dispensation towards Israelites in this aliyah? What's surprising about it? 

Answers to Points To Ponder 

(2nd) That the two dreams have a single interpretation (v.25), that's why Yosef gives a separate interpretation for that element (v.32) 
(3rd) Menashe - because Hashem changed his fate and Ephraim - because Hashem allowed him to flourish in a land of suffering (v.51-52) 
(5th) That Reuven unsuccessfully tried to convince the brothers to not harm Yosef (v.22) 
(7th) Egyptians can't bring themselves to break bread with Jews (v.32) which is surprising since you would think as a small family Jews would not yet 
garner Antisemitism 

ZEMANIM

בס"ד

**Earliest Kiddush Levana is Sunday night, 12/29 (Tevet 2)
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 Chanukah - הנוכה
One should light Chanukah candles as close to 10 minutes after sunset as possible (excepting Sat. night). 

However, it is preferable for the family to light together rather than have a portion of the family light earlier. 
Everyone in the household is encouraged to light Chanukah candles. (The matriarch of the household should 
follow the family custom.) There must be enough oil/wax to last one half hour past the time when the stars 
appear. If one is lighting after the appearance of the stars there must still be enough oil to burn for half an 
hour. 

Under extenuating circumstances, one may light even after midnight if any members of the family are 
awake to see the lights. If the Chanukah lights are accidentally extinguished prior to having burned the 
requisite time, one is not obligated by Halacha to rekindle them. It is, however, permissible to rekindle them- 
but without a bracha. 

There is a custom to give children Chanukah Gelt as part of publicizing the miracle. 

In Shemonah Esrei and Bircat HaMazon add ועל הנסים (do not repeat if omitted). At Shacharit we recite 
complete Hallel. 

 Sixth Night of Chanukah - ו' דחנוכה 
Friday Afternoon - December 27 (29 Kislev) 

We light the Chanukah Menorah at home before lighting the Shabbat candles. One must be careful to use 
enough oil (or light a large enough candle) to remain lit until thirty minutes after the appearance of three 
stars. There is a minhag to daven Mincha before lighting the Menorah, but one should not delay the 
welcoming of Shabbat because of this. One may not light Chanukah or Shabbat candles earlier than Plag 
HaMincha (3:37 PM). 

Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

בס"ד
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Amy & Steve Agress 
Lisa & Aryeh Brenenson 
Laura Zina Dantu Mochan & Javier Coello 
Rose & Ron Dworkis 
Joan & Barry Goldberg 
Farnaz & David Gorelik 
Dina & Elliot Greene 
Joyce Heller 
Vicki & Ian Joseph 
Melanie Kwestel 
Debbie Lader & Andy Solomon 
Aliza & Rich Mayer 

Joanne & Stu Oppenheim 
Laurie & Thoma Phipps 
Gail & Steve Plotnik 
Jewel & Bob Safren 
Marleny & Alex Salazar 
Madeline Schmuckler 
Randi & Arnie Spier 
Beth & Steve Wechsler 
Kira & Andrew Wigod 
Seymour Wigod 
Ray & Steve Wolfson

Thank you to all the generous sponsors of the Latke & Vodka Chanukah Celebration



DONATE A SEFER, ETC. 

The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated. Please contact Jeff Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES 

Memorialize a loved one with a plaque, 
$300 for members and $450 for 
nonmembers. We will strive to send you 
written notice of upcoming yahrzeit and 
announce name during public Yizkor. Email 
Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com to arrange. 

SCRIP 

Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

MISHEBAYRACH 

With a Mishebayrach you’ve pledged to give 
Tzedakah on behalf of those for whom you 
asked Hashem’s blessing. Contributions to 
the shul can be made via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to treasurer@ahavatachim.org. If by 
check indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

MEN’S CLUB 

Please contact Elliot Greene at 
MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org to join the 
Men’s Club. 

HONORARIA 

The available Honoraria list will be provided 
upon request by contacting Steven Plotnick 
at seplotnick@gmail.com. 

DAVID SCHWITZERע”ה 
SOCIAL HALL 

Please contact Lori Garfunkel at 
garfmom@gmail.com to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members)/$325 for Associates/$400 paid 
in advance for non-members, plus the cost 
of any additional clean up (plus a $150 
security/cleaning deposit refunded when the 
social hall is returned in the condition it 
started in). Private caterers must be 
approved in advance by the Rabbi. 

MITZVAH CARDS 

Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself privately.

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Sylvia Eis 4 December 31 Jacob Eis Mother

Blima Jablon 8 January 4 The Schwitzer 
Family Grandmother

Samuel Eis 12 January 8 Jacob Eis Father

Benjamin H. Sokoloff 12 January 8 Ron Sokoloff Father

Andrew Leeb 13 January 9
Alice Banner & 
Janie 
Kirschenbaum

Father

Lester Plotnick 13 January 9 Steven Plotnick Father

Ida Freilich 15 January 11 Eita Latkin Mother

Udel Chedva Schaeffer 16 January 12 Mimi Weinraub Mother

Sarah Brody 19 January 15 Ron Sokoloff Grandmother

Leonore Sokoloff 22 January 18 Ron Sokoloff Mother

Abraham Rotberg 25 January 21 Ellen Chass Father

IN TEVET WE REMEMBER . . . 

בס"ד
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    בס"ד

           מקץ תש״ף
Mikketz 5780

  

 Mikketz represents the most sudden and radical transformation in the Torah. Joseph, in a single 

day, moves from zero to hero, from forgotten, languishing prisoner to viceroy of Egypt, the most 
powerful man in the land, in control of the nation’s economy. 

Until now, Joseph has rarely been the author of events. He has been the done to rather than the 

doer; passive rather than active; object rather than subject. First his father, then his brothers, then the 
Midianites and Ishmaelites, then Potiphar and his wife, then the prison warden, have all directed his 

life. Among the most important things in that life had been dreams, but dreams are things that 
happened to you, not things you choose.  

What is decisive is the way last week’s parsha ends. Having given a favourable interpretation to 

the dream of the chief butler, predicting that he would be restored to office, and realising that he would 
soon be in a position to have Joseph’s case re-examined and Joseph himself set free, the butler “did not 

remember Joseph, and forgot him.” Joseph’s most determined attempt to change the direction of fate 
comes to nothing. Despite being centre-stage for much of the time, Joseph was not in control. 

Suddenly this changes, totally and definitively. Joseph has been asked to interpret Pharaoh’s 

dreams. But he does far more than that. First he interprets the dreams. Second, he maps that onto 
reality. These were not just dreams. They are about the Egyptian economy in the course of the next 14 

years. And they are about to become true now. 
Then, having made this prediction, he diagnoses the problem. The people will starve during the 

seven years of famine. Next, with a stroke of sheer genius, he solves the problem. Store a fifth of the 
produce during the years of plenty, and it will then be available to stave off starvation during the lean 

years. 

�
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Joseph and the Risks of Power

Scan (after 
Shabbat) to join 

one of Rabbi Sacks’ 
WhatsApp groups.

“With thanks to The Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation for their generous 
sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation. Maurice was a visionary 

philanthropist. Vivienne was a woman of the deepest humility. Together, they 
were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving.”



Margaret Thatcher was reported as having said, of another Jewish adviser, Lord (David) Young, 

“Other people bring me problems, David brings me solutions.”  That was magnificently true in the case 1

of Joseph, and we have no difficulty understanding the response of the Egyptian court: “The plan 

seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. So Pharaoh asked them, ‘Can we find anyone like this 
man, one in whom is the spirit of God?’” (Gen. 41:37-38) 

At the age of 30, Joseph is the most powerful man in the region, and his administrative 

competence is total. He travels round the country, arranges for collection of the grain, and ensures that 
it is stored safely. There is so much that, in the Torah’s words, he stops keeping records because it is 

beyond measure. When the years of plenty are over, his position becomes even more powerful. Everyone 
turns to him for food. Pharaoh himself commands the people, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.” 

So far, so good. And at this point the narrative shifts from Joseph, viceroy of Egypt, controller of 

its economy, to Joseph, son of Jacob, and his relationship with the brothers who, 22 years earlier, had 
sold him as a slave. It is this story that will dominate the next few chapters, rising to a climax in Judah’s 

speech at the beginning of the next parsha. 

One effect of this is that it tends to move Joseph’s political and administrative activity into the 
background. But if we read it carefully – not just how it begins, but how it continues – we discover 

something quite disturbing. The story is taken up in next week’s parsha in chapter 47. It describes an 
extraordinary sequence of events. 

It begins when the Egyptians have used up all their money buying grain. They come to Joseph 

asking for food, telling him they will die without it, and he replies by telling them he will sell it to them 
in exchange for ownership of their livestock. They willingly do so: they bring their horses, donkeys, 

sheep and cattle. The next year he sells them grain in exchange for their land. The result of these 
transactions is that within a short period of time – seemingly a mere three years – he has transferred to 

Pharaoh’s ownership all the money, livestock and private land, 
with the exception of the land of the Priests, which he allowed 

them to retain. 

Not only this, but the Torah tells us that Joseph 
“removed the population town by town, from one end of 

Egypt’s border to the other” (Gen. 47:21) – a policy of enforced resettlement that would eventually be 
used against Israel by the Assyrians. 

The question is: was Joseph right to do this? Seemingly, he did it of his own accord. He was not 

asked to do so by Pharaoh. The result, however, of all these policies is that unprecedented wealth and 
power were now concentrated in Pharaoh’s hand – power that would eventually be used against the 

Israelites. More seriously, twice we encounter the phrase avadim le-Faro, “slaves to Pharaoh” – one of 

 In actual fact, the accurate quote was: "other people come to me with their problems. David comes to me with his achievements." 1

But in journalistic retellings it has been modified to give context. See Financial Times, 24 November 2010.
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There is something quite 
disturbing about  

Joseph’s political and 
administrative activity…



the key phrases in the Exodus account and in the answer to the questions of the child in the Seder 

service (Gen. 47:19, 25). With this difference: that it was said, not by the Israelites, but by the 
Egyptians. 

During the famine itself, the Egyptians say to Joseph (in next week’s parsha), “Buy us and our 

land in exchange for food, and we with our land will be slaves to Pharaoh… Thus Joseph acquired all 
the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every Egyptian sold their field…and the land became 

Pharaoh’s.” (Gen. 47:19-20). 

This entire passage, which begins in our parsha and continues into next week’s, raises a most 
serious question. We tend to assume that the enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt was a consequence 

of, and punishment for, the brothers selling Joseph as a slave. But Joseph himself turned the Egyptians 
into a nation of slaves. What is more, he created the highly centralised power that would eventually be 

used against his people. 

Aaron Wildavsky in his book about Joseph, Assimilation versus Separation, says that Joseph 
“left the system into which he was elevated less humane than it was by making Pharaoh more powerful 

than he had been.”  Leon Kass, in The Beginning of Wisdom, says about Joseph’s decision to make the 2

people pay for food in the years of famine (food that they themselves had handed over during the years 

of plenty): “Joseph is saving life by making Pharaoh rich and, soon, all-powerful. While we may applaud 
Joseph’s forethought, we are rightly made uneasy by this man who 

profits from exercising his god-like power over life and death.”  3

It may be that the Torah intends no criticism of Joseph 
whatsoever. He was acting loyally to Pharaoh and judiciously to Egypt as 

a whole. Or it may be that there is an implied criticism of his character. As a child, he dreamt of power; 
as an adult he exercised it; but Judaism is critical of power and those who seek it. Another possibility: 

the Torah is warning us of the hazards and obscurities of politics. A policy that seems wise in one 
generation discloses itself as dangerous in the next. Or perhaps Leon Kass is right when he says, 

“Joseph’s sagacity is technical and managerial, not moral and political. He is long on forethought and 
planning but short on understanding the souls of men.”  4

What this entire passage represents is the first intrusion of politics into the life of the family of 

the covenant. From the beginning of Exodus to the end of Deuteronomy, politics will dominate the 
narrative. But this is our first introduction to it: Joseph’s appointment to a key position in the Egyptian 

court. And what it is telling us is the sheer ambiguity of power. On the one hand, you cannot create or 
sustain a society without it. On the other hand, it almost cries out to be abused. Power is dangerous, 

 Aaron Wildavsky, Assimilation versus Separation, Transaction, 2002, 143.2

 Leon Kass, The Beginning of Wisdom, Free Press, 2003, 571.3

 Ibid., 633-34.4
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“Judaism is critical  
of power and those 

who seek it.”



even when used with the best of intentions by the best of people. Joseph acted to strengthen the hand of 

a Pharaoh who had been generous to him, and would be likewise to the rest of his family. He could not 
have foreseen what that same power might make possible in the hands of a “new Pharaoh who knew not 

Joseph.” 

Tradition called Joseph ha-tzaddik, the righteous. At the same time, the Talmud says that he 
died before his brothers, “because he assumed airs of authority.”  Even a tzaddik with the best of 5

intentions, when he or she enters politics and assumes airs of authority, can make mistakes. 

I believe the great challenge of politics is that politicians remain humble and 
policies are humane and so that power, always so dangerous, is not used for harm. That is 
an ongoing challenge, and tests even the best. 

Shabbat Shalom 

 Brachot 55a.5

�
Joseph and the Risks of Power                                                                                                                                                                                    Mikketz 5780 4

AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE 
The Family Edition of Covenant & Conversation is an accompanying resource 
available to download each week from www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition (or via the main Covenant & Conversation 
email). It helps parents and educators take Rabbi Sacks’ ideas from this essay and make them more accessible to teenagers. 
Each week, we will include three key questions from the Family Edition to inspire discussion around your Shabbat table. For more 
educational content as well as discussion pointers when answering these questions, please see the Family Edition!  

1. What do you understand to be the agenda behind Joseph's leadership decisions? 

2. Do you think Joseph was cruel? 

3. What is the lesson to be learned here? Did Joseph have an opportunity to learn it in 
his lifetime?  

http://www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition
http://www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition

