
 

 

 KI SAVO |    AUG 27 - SEPT 3, 2021    |    19 ELUL - 1 ELUL    |    CANDLE LIGHTING 7:19 PM    |    HAVDALAH 8:20 PM  

 

 SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 8/29 8/30 8/31 9/1 9/2 9/3 

Shacharit  8:00 AM 6:00 AM 6:10 AM 6:10 AM 6:00 AM 6:10 AM 

Mincha/Maariv  7:21 PM 7:20 PM 7:18 PM 7:17 PM 7:15 PM 7:10 PM 

Earliest Talit 5:24 AM 5:25 AM 5:26 AM 5:27 AM 5:28 AM 5:29 AM 

Gedolah 1:30 PM 1:30 PM 1:29 PM 1:29 PM 1:28 PM 1:28 PM 

Shkia 7:33 PM 7:32 PM 7:30 PM 7:29 PM 7:27 PM  

Tzait 8:13 PM 8:12 PM 8:10 PM 8:09 PM 8:07 PM 8:05 PM 

 בס"ד

THIS SHABBAT  
 

The COVID-19 committee met this past 

week and made a few additions to ex-

isting COVID-19 protocols to hopefully 

help make the shul experience comfort-

able for everyone. These are (1) every-

one at the bima during leining is re-

quired to wear a mask and (2) a few 

tables on the men’s side of davening 

will be designated as “mask only” ta-

bles. It is important to reiterate that 

ALL unvaccinated individuals, including 

children two years and above, MUST 

wear a properly fitting mask at all times 

(no exceptions) while indoors on Shul 

premises.   

 

The Hashkama minyan will be located in 

the main sanctuary starting at 8:15 am.  

Until the air conditioning is repaired, 

the main minyan will take place in the 

David Schwitzer 
  .Social Hall ע”ה

 

Groups for children ages 0-5 are held 

in the parking lot from 10:15a-11:15a. 

 

The book club will be meeting on Shab-

bat at 3:30pm at Esther's house at 20-

18 Saddle River Rd. The discussion 

book will be "Hour of the Witch" by 

Chris Bohjalian.  

 

Perek on the Lawn will take place at 

the Mayers (36-23 Ferry Heights) at 

5pm this Shabbat. 

 

The pre-mincha Shemita shiur will be 

held in the David Schwitzer 
 Social ע”ה

Hall at 6:30pm this Shabbat. 

 

Seudah Shlishit this week is sponsored 

by the Plotnick family in honor of Ste-

ve’s presentation on Reish Lakish.  Due 

to the mask-wearing mandate for any-

one not vaccinated, those who are not 

vaccinated should eat seudat shlishit 

prior to coming to shul. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

On Sunday, August 29th, Rabbi Rephael 

Hirsch will be onsite checking mezuzot 

in preparation for the High Holidays.  

Mezuzot can be dropped off between 

8am-12pm.  Cost: $11 per klaf.  Join us 

at 8:30am for a brief presentation on 

the variety and quality of mezuzot.   

 

Groups for kids 6 and up will resume 

on at 10:15am on September 4th in the 

shul parking lot We can't wait to see 

you there!  

 

Please join the Youth Department for an 

exciting Sukkot craft and pizza party! 

Create a special decoration for your 

Sukkah! This fun event will be led by 

Sara Yehaskel on Sunday, September 

12th at 3:30 PM. $5 per child/$8 per 

family.  RSVP by 9/2/2021 to  

kira.batist.msw@gmail.com. 

ZEMANIM 

SHABBAT 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 

SHACHARIT 6:30 AM 

EARLIEST CANDLE LIGHTING 6:13 PM 

MINCHA 7:25 PM 

CANDLE LIGHTING  7:19 PM 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 

HASHKAMA 8:15 AM 

SHACHARIT  9:00 AM 

LAST KRIAT SHMA 9:38 AM 

MINCHA  7:05 PM 

MAARIV/HAVDALAH 8:20 PM 

 is recited at Mussaf  הרחמים אב

  is recited at Mincha  צדק צדקתך

 

THIS WEEKEND 

 

There will be a pre-selichot kumzitz on 

Saturday night at 12am (in person and 

on Zoom), followed by selichot at 

12:50am.   

 

On Sunday, August 29th at 8:30pm, 

Rabbi Shestack will continue his Elul 

Matters series with “Elul Matters vs. Anxi-

ety: Balancing Growth & Anxiety Around 

the Days of Awe” on Zoom.   

mailto:kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/7291311899
https://zoom.us/j/7291311899
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 בס"ד

KI SAVO AUGUST 27, 2021 

gghgh 

Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha Bat Yitzchok ע״ה 

YOMIM NORAIM / HIGH HOLIDAYS 
 

As we have done in the past, we also plan to provide childcare during Yomim Noraim davening.  Due to COVID-19 con-

straints, we expect the childcare to take place outdoors in the parking area.  In order to properly plan and hire staff, 

we require those who plan to avail of childcare to register online at Click here for High Holiday Child Care Registration.  

Childcare is free to all who daven with us.  We have found that childcare works best when shul members take an active 

interest by spending time where groups take place. As such, we request that when registering, one parent from each 

family to sign up for a 30-minute slot. 

 

Rosh HaShanah is around the corner which means it’s time to sign up to be included on the Sisterhood’s Rosh Hasha-

nah Scroll and enroll as a Sisterhood member for 5782.  Sign up here! 

 

We are compiling an updated Yizkor (Remembrance) Booklet to be utilized on Yom Kippur, Shemini Atzeret, Pesach and 

Shavuot in 5782. Listings are $20 per name.  Sign up here by Sunday, August 29th to have your names included 

 

IN OUR SHUL 

 

It’s time for kids to go back to school - Ahavat Achim families can help to make this process easier for families in need 

in our area. The supplies will go to the Boys and Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic, and Healing the Children New Jer-

sey (which will distribute them through the Center for Food Action).  Please contribute new items only!  Please leave 

items on the front steps at 13-03 Tanis Place, or in a box that will be in the shul lobby, between August 10-22.  Thank 

you for your generosity! 

• single-subject, wide rule notebooks 

• pencils, character if possible 

• 24-pk of Crayola crayons 

• Pens 

• Two-pocket folders 

• Binders 

 

While it gives us great pleasure to see the updated youth rooms put to good use by our members, we are writing with 

a gentle reminder to please clean up the rooms after you/your children use them. When toys are left on the floor, it 

makes it very hard for the cleaning crew to adequately wash the floors and creates risk that someone might trip. In ad-

dition, board games that are used should be returned to the cabinet where they were found in order to ensure that we 

do not lose them. Please remember that when a mess is left in those rooms when your children are done playing, oth-

ers are left to tidy them. We look forward to many more years enjoying our beautiful play spaces! 

    - The Youth Committee  

 

The youth committee is seeking youth leaders to help run groups in the fall. Please email kira.batist.msw@gmail.com to 

learn more.  

 

Please contact David Garfunkel if you wish to sponsor a kiddush or seudat shlishit.  

 

To sponsor a celebration for your child's birthday at Shabbat groups email kira.batist.msw@gmail.com! $25 per family. 

 

 

 

 

IN OUR FAMILY 
 

Have something to add to the bulletin?  Use our bulletin submission form! (also available on our website) 

• Sharpies 

• Backpacks 

• Scissors 

• Composition books 

• Pencil pouches 

• glue 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNy-AzdPVSut4jjzPyPwuSmFmcB7h8xY2d-6ZCgG4hEKKrMQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rANL3uIxBTysXZgzYpLFSVvA94yMKUtv3ajrUW7tjqE/edit
https://forms.gle/KGYcxCBkZSgoJLfm7
mailto:kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
mailto:kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQZJ7Cv8whERan2X3DXT1isv9Hk3kjw8yl1Kf29A_KyKlfNw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.ahavatachim.org/about-us/bulletin/


Parents & children ages 0-5 are 
invited to Daven and play together!

Outdoor Tot 
Shabbat & Groups

@ Congregation Ahavat Achim

Shabbat mornings from 10:15-11:15 AM

Masking required for children 2 and older.

To learn more about drop off options, please email 
kira.batist.msw@gmail.com







Mezuzot Checking!
On 8/29, Rabbi Rephael Hirsch will be onsite checking
mezuzot.  Mezuzot can be dropped off between 8am-

12pm & picked up in the evening.  Cost: $11 per klaf
checked, in addition to klafim (starting at $65) &cases
for sale.  Join us at 8:30am for a brief presentation on

the variety and quality of mezuzot.
 

Sponsor a shul mezuzah for $36!

C O N G R E G A T I O N  A H A V A T  A C H I M  P R E S E N T S

https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1444321






To sponsor a celebration for your 
child's birthday at Shabbat groups 
email kira.batist.msw@gmail.com!

$25 
per 

family



Dear Ahavat Achim Family,

With the High Holiday season fast approaching, it is time to think about ordering your Lulav and Etrog set for
Sukkot. Once again we will be working with Bnei Akiva of NY and NJ. The Arbat Haminim sale will be run as we did
last year.  Pre-order your Etrog and Lulav by clicking on this link and completing the online form:

https://www.bneiakiva.org/mifalahavat/

The deadline for the pre-order is Friday, September 17 at 12:00 noon.  Curbside pickup is scheduled for Sunday,
September 19 from 9:00am until 10:30am in the Shul parking lot. Bnei Akiva will have a table with all the pre-orders.
All you have to do is just "grab and go". Lulavim will be pre-tied and Etrogim will be labeled and set aside.

If you have any questions, contact Elliot Greene at egreene@acm.org or via cellphone at 201-519-7951.

The Programming Committee

Congregation Ahavat Achim
18-25 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn

http://www.ahavatachim.org/

https://www.bneiakiva.org/mifalahavat/
http://www.ahavatachim.org/


Rabbi Sacks zt”l had prepared a full year of Covenant & Conversation for 5781, based on his book 
 Lessons in Leadership. The Rabbi Sacks Legacy Trust will continue to distribute these weekly essays, so that 

people all around the world can keep on learning and finding inspiration in his Torah. 

A Nation of Storytellers 

Ki Tavo 5781 

                  

 Howard Gardner, professor of education and psychology at Harvard University, is one of the 
great minds of our time. He is best known for his theory of “multiple intelligences,” the idea that there 
is not just one thing that can be measured and defined as intelligence but many different facets – 
which is one dimension of the dignity of difference. He has also written many books on leadership 
and creativity, including one in particular, Leading Minds, that is important in understanding this 
week’s parsha of Ki Tavo.  

 Gardner’s argument is that what makes a leader is the ability to tell a particular kind of story – one 
that explains ourselves to ourselves and gives power and resonance to a collective vision. So Churchill 
told the story of Britain’s indomitable courage in the fight for freedom. Gandhi spoke about the 
dignity of India and non-violent protest. Margaret Thatcher talked about the importance of the 
individual against an ever-encroaching State. Martin Luther King Jr. told of how a great nation is 
colour-blind. Stories give the group a shared identity and sense of purpose. 

 Philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre has also emphasised the importance of narrative to the moral 
life. “Man,” he writes, “is in his actions and practice, as well as in his fictions, essentially a story-telling 
animal.” It is through narratives that we begin to learn who we are and how we are called on to behave. 
“Deprive children of stories and you leave them unscripted, anxious stutterers in their actions as in 
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their words.” To know who we are is, in large part, to understand the story or stories of which we are a 
part. 

 The great questions - “Who are we?” “Why are we here?” “What is our task?” – are best 
answered by telling a story. As Barbara Hardy put it: “We dream in narrative, daydream in narrative, 
remember, anticipate, hope, despair, believe, doubt, plan, revise, criticise, construct, gossip, learn, 
hate and love by narrative.” This is fundamental to understanding why Torah is the kind of book it is: 
not a theological treatise or a metaphysical system but a series of interlinked stories extended over 
time, from Abraham and Sarah’s journey from Mesopotamia to Moses’ and the Israelites’ wanderings 
in the desert. Judaism is less about truth as system than about truth as story. And we are part of that 
story. That is what it is to be a Jew. 

 A large part of what Moses is doing in the book of Devarim is retelling that story to the next 
generation, reminding them of what God had done for their parents and of some of the mistakes their 
parents had made. Moses, as well as being the great liberator, is the supreme storyteller. Yet what he 
does in parshat Ki Tavo extends way beyond this. 

 He tells the people that when they enter, conquer and settle the land, they must bring the first 
ripened fruits to the central Sanctuary, the Temple, as a way of giving thanks to God. A Mishnah in 
Bikkurim describes the joyous scene as people converged on Jerusalem from across the country, 
bringing their first-fruits to the accompaniment of music and celebration. Merely bringing the fruits, 
though, was not enough. Each person had to make a declaration. That declaration become one of the 
best known passages in the Torah because, though it was 
originally said on Shavuot, the festival of first-fruits, in post-
biblical times it became a central element of the Haggadah on 
Seder night: 

My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went 
down into Egypt and lived there, few in number, there 
becoming a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians ill-treated us and made us 
suffer, subjecting us to harsh labour. Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
and the Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the Lord brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and 
wonders. (Deut. 26:5-8) 

 Here for the first time, the retelling of the nation’s history becomes an obligation for every citizen of the 
nation. In this act, known as vidui bikkurim, “the confession made over first-fruits,” Jews were 
commanded, as it were, to become a nation of storytellers. 

 This is a remarkable development. Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi tells us that “only in Israel and 
nowhere else is the injunction to remember felt as a religious imperative to an entire people.” Time 
and again throughout Devarim comes the command to remember: “Remember that you were a slave 
in Egypt.” (Deut. 5:15; 15:15; 16:12; 24:18; 24:22); “Remember what Amalek did to you.” (Deut. 
25:17) “Remember what God did to Miriam.” (Deut. 24:9) “Remember the days of old; consider the 
generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to 
you.” (Deut. 32:7) 
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Judaism is about truth 

as story. And we are part 

of that story. That is 

what it is to be a Jew.”



 The vidui bikkurim, though, is more than this. It is, compressed into the shortest possible space, 
the entire history of the nation in summary form. In a few short sentences we have here “the 
patriarchal origins in Mesopotamia, the emergence of the Hebrew nation in the midst of history 
rather than in mythic prehistory, slavery in Egypt and liberation therefrom, the climactic acquisition 
of the land of Israel, and throughout – the acknowledgement of God as lord of history.”  

 We should note here an important nuance. Jews were the first people to find God in history. 
They were the first to think in historical terms – of time as an arena of change as opposed to cyclical 
time in which the seasons rotate, people are born and die, but nothing really changes. Jews were the 
first people to write history – many centuries before Herodotus and Thucydides, often wrongly 
described as the first historians. Yet biblical Hebrew has no word that means “history” (the closest 
equivalent is divrei hayamim, “chronicles”). Instead it uses the root zachor, meaning “memory.” 

 There is a fundamental difference between history and memory. History is “his story,” an 
account of events that happened sometime else to someone else. Memory is “my story.” It is the past 
internalised and made part of my identity. That is what the 
Mishnah in Pesachim means when it says, “Each person 
must see themselves as if they (personally) escaped 
Egypt.” (Mishnah Pesachim 10:5) 

 Throughout the book of Devarim, Moses warns the 
people – no less than fourteen times – not to forget. If they forget the past they will lose their identity 
and sense of direction and disaster will follow. Moreover, not only are the people commanded to 
remember, they are also commanded to hand that memory on to their children. 

 This entire phenomenon represents a remarkable cluster of ideas: about identity as a matter of 
collective memory; about the ritual retelling of the nation’s story; above all about the fact that every 
one of us is a guardian of that story and memory. It is not the leader alone, or some elite, who are trained to 
recall the past, but every one of us. This too is an aspect of the devolution and democratisation of 
leadership that we find throughout Judaism as a way of life. The great leaders tell the story of the 
group, but the greatest of leaders, Moses, taught the group to become a nation of storytellers. 

 You can still see the power of this idea today. As I once wrote, if you visit the Presidential 
memorials in Washington, you will see that each carries an inscription taken from their words: 
Jefferson’s ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident . . .’, Roosevelt’s ‘The only thing we have to fear, is 
fear itself ’, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and his second Inaugural, ‘With malice toward none; with 
charity for all . . .’ Each memorial tells a story. 

 London has no such equivalent. It contains many memorials and statues of historical leaders, 
each with a brief inscription stating who it represents, but there are no speeches or quotations. There 
is no story. Even the memorial to Winston Churchill, whose speeches rivalled Lincoln’s in power, 
bears only one word: Churchill. 

 America has a national story because it is a society based on the idea of covenant. Narrative is 
at the heart of covenantal politics because it locates national identity in a set of historic events. The 
memory of those events evokes the values for which those who came before us fought and of which 
we are the guardians. 
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Jews were the first people 

to write history. Yet 

biblical Hebrew has no 

word that means “history.”



 A covenantal narrative is always inclusive, the property of all its citizens, newcomers as well as 
the native-born. It says to everyone, regardless of class or creed: this is who we are. It creates a sense 
of common identity that transcends other identities. That is why, for example, Martin Luther King Jr. 
was able to use it to such effect in some of his greatest speeches. He was telling his fellow African 
Americans to see themselves as an equal part of the nation. At the same time, he was telling white-
Americans to honour their commitment to the Declaration of Independence and its statement that ‘all 
men are created equal’. 

 England does not have the same kind of national narrative because it is based not on covenant 
but on hierarchy and tradition. England, writes Roger Scruton, “was not a nation or a creed or a 
language or a state but a home. Things at home don’t need an explanation. They are there because 
they are there.” England, historically, was a class-based society in which there were ruling elites who 
governed on behalf of the nation as a whole. America, founded by Puritans who saw themselves as a 
new Israel bound by covenant, was not a society of rulers and ruled, but rather one of collective 
responsibility. Hence the phrase, central to American politics but never used in English politics: “We, 
the people.”  

 By making the Israelites a nation of storytellers, Moses helped turn them into a people bound 
by collective responsibility – to one another, to the past and future, and to God. By framing a 
narrative that successive generations would make their own and teach to their children, Moses turned 
Jews into a nation of leaders. 

 

1. Why do you think stories can be so effective in teaching and passing on identity to future 
generations? 

2. Why is this an important part of the role of a teacher and leader? 

3. Who do you know in your life who is a great storyteller? What kind of things have you 
learned from their stories? 
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