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CANDLE LIGHTING 8:07PM | 4 AV | JULY 18,2026 | HAVDALA 9:10 PM
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SHABBAT PARSHAT DEVARIM
SHABBAT CHAZON

"MT NDY is sung in the melody of
% ON. Haftorah, Isaiah 1:1-27,
is sung to the tune of Eichah.
Pirkei Avot Ch. 2. Usual Havdalah
using wine, but if there is a child
who has reached the age of
Chinuch, give him the wine to
drink. If there is no child, the one
who makes Havdalah drinks the
wine himself.

FRIDAY EVENING

MINCHA 6:42 PM
EARLIEST CANDLES 6:53 PM
SHKIA 8:26 PM
TZAIT HAKOCHAVIM 9:06 PM
SHABBAT

HASHKAMA 7:45 AM
SHACHARIT - MAIN 9:00 AM
POST-HASHKAMA SHIUR = 9:20 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA 9:21 AM
FUNDAMENTALS SHIUR =~11:30 AM
PRE-MINCHA SHIUR 7:20 PM
MINCHA 8:00 PM
SHKIA 8:25 PM
MAARIV 9:10 PM

TISHA B'AV INFORMATION

Halachot of Erev Tisha B’Av (Wednesday, July 22), page 4.

Halachot of Tisha B’Av (Wednesday night, July 22 - Thursday, July 23), Page 3.
Mincha, Erev Tisha B'Av (Wednesday evening, July 22) - 6:40 PM.

Fast Begins, Wednesday night - 8:22 PM.

Maariv/Eichah, Wednesday night - 8:25 PM.

Explanatory Kinot will follow the 8:00 AM Shacharit service on Thursday morning.
After the explanatory Kinot, Yesh Ginsburg will give a shiur on the Gemara
passages permitted for study on Tisha BAv that recount the destruction of
Jerusalem and the Beit HaMikdash.

Chatzot (midday) on Tisha B'Av, Thursday, is 1:03 PM. Earliest Mincha on Thursday
is 1:39 PM.

Fast Ends: Thursday night, 9:01 PM.

Nine Days period ends at 1:03 PM on Friday, but since Tisha B'Av falls out on
Thursday this year, once the fast ends, you may wash clothes, bathe, get a haircut,
and shave for Kavod Shabbat.

BARUCH DAYAN HA'EMET

We regret to inform you of the passing of our long-time member Norman Baron, the
beloved husband of Zehava. The family will continue to observe Shiva at the Baron
home, 19-15 Angelo Terrace, Saturday night from 9:30 - 11:00 PM, and Sunday, 8:30
AM - noon, 1:00 - 6:00 PM, and 7:00 - 10:00 PM. Sunday at the Baron residence
Shacharit will be at 8:00 AM, and Mincha/Maariv will be at 8:12 PM. Monday shiva
will conclude after Shacharit at 7:25 AM
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WELCOMING COMMITTEE

We are forming a Welcoming Committee to help new families settle
into the community. The committee will help make introductions to
members, arrange Shabbat meal invitations, and assist with other
ways of making new families feel at home. If you are interested in
joining the Welcoming Committee, please contact Sara Santacruz at
sarag51@yahoo.com.

SUNDAY
7/19

WEEKDAY MINYANIM AT AHAVAT ACHIM
SHACHARIT 8:00 AM

2ND SHACHARIT MINYON -
YISHTABACH AT 7:40 AM

MINCHA/MAARIV 8:12 PM

ZMANIM

Earliest Talit 4:32 AM

Gedolah 1:39 PM

Shkia 8:24 PM

Tzait 9:04 PM
Rabbi Ely Shestack

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
7/20 7/21 7/22 7/23 7/24

6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:00/8:00 AM 6:25 AM

7:25 AM 7:25 AM 7:25 AM 7:25 AM
8:12 PM 8:11 PM 6:40/8:25 PM 7:55 PM 6:38 PM

4:33 AM 4:34 AM 4:36 AM 4:37 AM 4:38 AM
1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM
8:24 PM 8:23 PM 8:22 PM 8:21 PM
9:04 PM 9:03 PM 9:02 PM 9:01 PM

President Jay Herman




UPCOMING EVENTS
TBA - TBA

IN OUR FUTURE - KIDDUSH,
SEUDAH SHLISHIT, & ETC.

Aug. 1 - Birthday & Anniversary Kiddush
Aug. 15 - Kiddush is sponsored by Seymour
Wigod in honor of Tali & Neal Wigod, Moshe,
Shua and Shy, to wish them bracha,
hatzlacha & yishuv tov on moving to Israel.
Aug. 22 - Kiddush is sponsored by Chana &
Rabbi Shestak in celebration of Adira
Nechama’s Bat Mitzvah.

Sept. 5 - Birthday & Anniversary Kiddush
Sept. 5 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by
the Agress family to commemorate the
Yahrzeit of Amy’s father, NN DX 27N
15N YoM 0MoN 12

Oct. 24 - Kiddush is sponsored by Lori &
David Garfunkel celebrating Uri's Auf Ruf and
upcoming wedding to Abby Elson.

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
KIDDUSH

To add a birthday or anniversary to upcoming
lists (next Kiddush on Shabbat, Aug. 1), dlick
here: SIMCHA. Listings/sponsorships are $36
per family per mont h. RSVP for the August
birthday/anniversary Kiddush by Sunday night,
July 26.

SHIURIM

PESHAT OF THE PARSHA, Tuesdays at

1:00 PM, click here: Parsha.

TORAH FOR YOUR COMMUTE, via
Whatsapp, with 3-minute daily
Halacha insights. To join email Rabbi
Shestack at rabbishestack@gmail.com.

POST-HASHKAMA SHIUR, analyzing

Mishlei (Proverbs).

FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH THOUGHT,

after Kiddush.

SHABBAT SHIUR, SANHEDRIN CH. 1,

40 minutes prior to mincha.

TZURBA M'RABANAN w/ Zack Doberman,

Wednesdays at 8:30 PM. In-person at the

shul and via Zoom.

SEDER ON THE SIDDUR, at Seudah Shlishit.

BEGINNER CLASS ON HOW TO READ

HEBREW, Monday nights, 8:45 PM, at the

shul. To sign up, click here: Hebrew.

18-25 Saddle River Road
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
201.797.0502
http.//www.ahavatachim.org

GITA COOPERWASSER™Y
YOUTH EVENTS

July 18 - Perek in the Park, 4:15 PM.

GITA COOPERWASSER™Y
SHABBAT YOUTH INFO

o SHABBAT YOUTH LEADERS:
3RD-5TH: ARIELYS & SOPHIA
K-2ND: ABBY & ZOE
3 YRS-PRE-K: RIHANNA & ISABELLA
Youth groups for 3rd through 5th Graders
starts at 9:00 AM (Drop Off) in the Youth
Room on left on entering the social hall.
Youth group for children 4 vyears old
through 1st Grade starts at 9:00 AM (Drop
Off) in the Youth Room on the right upon
entering the social hall.
Parent & Me, 9:00 AM in the Beit Midrash.
Rabbi Meet & Greet, Friday night, kids can
come over to the Rabbi after davening to
receive a cup of grape juice and a ticket!
Children earn tickets for coming to minyan
(Friday night and/or Shabbat day), asking
the rabbi questions or attending parent-
child learning programs! Tickets can be
redeemed for prizes.
HIATUS UNTIL FALL - Children’s corner at
Seudah Shlishit, 1st to 5th graders will get
10 Torah questions in 10 minutes from
Rabbi Shestack, with special snacks,
tickets and more.

Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of The Rabbi Sacks Legacy Trust) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchok™"v.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0VbbVrOeTiGhK35VUjkmu6J_cx8xRq5dNzqKbn_tUr5nFGQ/viewform
https://zoom.us/j/7291311899,%20PW:%20112233
mailto:rabbishestack@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/KpBzP7yqk45gBujz8
http://www.ahavatachim.org

TISHA B'AV

We are prohibited to eat and drink, to wash ourselves (even in cold water), to apply oils to ourselves for pleasurable purposes,
to have marital relations, and to wear leather shoes. Anyone who eats or drinks on Tisha B'Av will not participate in the rejoicing
over the rebuilt Jerusalem. And all who mourn for Jerusalem will earn the right to take part in the rejoicing over the rebuilt
Jerusalem. Even women who are pregnant or nursing, or people of weak constitution, for whom fasting is very difficult must fast
on Tisha B'Av (this does not apply to someone who is truly ill), for the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash is worth suffering for at
least one day a year. At Maariv we remove the curtain from the Aron HaKodesh, dim the lights, and sit on the floor or on a low
stool. We do not sit on regular chairs or benches until after midday on Thursday [1:03 PM]. We have a public recitation of
Eichah, followed by several Kinot on the night of Tisha B'Av.

Thursday, on awakening, we wash our fingers only until the knuckles (as one is drying his fingers while still moist he may rub
them across his eyes to remove the sediment). We do not wear our Tallit or Tefillin until midday, but do wear the Tallit Katon
without making a Bracha over it. At Shacharit three Aliyahs from Parshat Vaeschanan (Deut. 4:25-40) "D'22 ™21 2"; The
Haftorah is read in the melody of Eichah from Jeremiah 8:13-9:23: "D9OX MqOX". We say the lengthy collection of Kinot until
their completion.

At Mincha we put on Tallit and Tefillin, making the appropriate Brachot. From the Sefer Torah we have three Aliyahs in ">mm";
the third Aliyah is the Maftir. The Haftorah is "IwNT" Isaiah 55:6-56:8 (until ""¥2p22 1OV Yapr"). In Shemonah Esrei include
"DM" in "DRAT N2 and "M22y" in "N%9n ymiw". If one forgot "DN2" in "o NN he may say it before M1V Nathm”
omitting the ending blessing "1"'¥ DNan N2, concluding only with "nartnM". The essence of a Fast Day is Teshuva -
Repentance. This is particularly so for those sins that were responsible for the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, and yet, which
we remain guilty of today, such as: 1) profaning Shabbat, 2) not providing for the Torah education of one’s small children, 3)
not recite the Shema morning and night, 4) showing contempt for Torah scholars, 5) unwarranted hatred for each other, and 6)
hardening their hearts to any fear of Divine retribution (see Gittin 55b). Keep in mind that the major reason for the destruction
of the Holy Temples was senseless hatred and Lashon Harah.

DAVID SCHWITZER""Y
SOCIAL HALL

Contact Lori at garfmom@gmail.com to

book the David Schwitzer™v Social Hall for
an event or occasion. $250 (members),
$325 (Associates), or $400 paid in advance
for non-members, plus the cost of clean up
(and a $150 refundable security/cleaning
deposit). Private caterers must be approved
by the Rabbi.

CHESED TEAM

If you or someone you know needs
assistance, email us at

chesed@ahavatachim.org.

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES

Memorialize a loved one with a plaque,
$300 for members/$450 for nonmembers.
We will strive to send you written notice of
upcoming yahrzeit and announce name
during public Yizkor. Email Amy at
yahrzeit@ahavatachim.org to arrange.

DONATE A SEFER, ETC.

Donate Siddurim & Machzorim ($40), and
Chumashim ($60). Contact David at

dmgarfunkel@gmail.com for details.

MISHEBAYRACH

For a Mishebayrach pledge to give Tzedakah
on behalf of those for whom you asked
Hashem'’s blessing, when you send a check
please indicate in the memo section what it
is for.

HONORARIA

The available Honoraria list will be provided
upon request by contacting Steven Plotnick

at seplotnick@gmail.com.

SINGLES SHIDDUCH GROUP

Reach out to Rabbi Shestack or Sara Levine

(saralevine06@gmail.com) if interested.

SPONSORSHIPS

Sponsorships opportunities for Yahrtzeits,
Refuahs, and Hodahs (thanks), are available
for regular shiurim, youth events and similar
activities (but not for established
honorariums or sponsorship funded

events). Cost of sponsorship (shiur or youth
event) is $100 per sponsor. Multiple
sponsors for an event will be accepted.
Sponsorships will be listed in the bulletin
and announced at the event (and, if
possible, a placard with the sponsorship will
be prepared and displayed at the event).

Sponsorships do not include any extra
amenities (such as food). Please contact
Steve Plotnick for questions or
clarifications.

MEN'’S CLUB

Email MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org to join
the Men’s Club.

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL



mailto:garfmom@gmail.com
mailto:chesed@ahavatachim.org
mailto:seplotnick@gmail.com
mailto:MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org

THE THREE WEEKS
(FROM THE EZRAS TORAH LUACH)

AHAVAT ACHIM MEMBERSHIP/
HOSPITALITY

The period between the Seventeenth of Tamuz until after
Tisha B'Av is called "D¥nn 2" — “between the straits”
(based upon the verse in Lamentations 1:3) because of the
multiple tragedies that have occurred to the Jewish people
throughout the ages during these three weeks.

Among the worst of the tragedies are the destruction of both
Holy Temples, the end of Jewish Sovereignty for almost 2,000
years, and the exile from Eretz Yisroel. The custom is for us
to manifest some signs of mourning during this period.
Therefore, we do not make weddings or take haircuts during
these three weeks.

Because it is a time of national catastrophe, we do not make
the Bracha 1"Nine/ (so as to avoid the Bracha 11NNk we do
not eat a new fruit [unless that fruit would be unobtainable
afterward] or purchase an expensive article of clothing that
would require the Bracha 12NN, during these three weeks
[the custom is to make the Bracha on Shabbat].

THE NINE DAYS
(FROM THE EZRAS TORAH LUACH)

In addition to the rules for the Three Weeks, from Rosh
Chodesh Av until after Tisha B'Av we refrain from washing
with warm or hot water. Only those who are feeble, extremely
sensitive, or who must do so for medical reasons, may wash
with warm or hot water. Don’t launder clothing until after
Tisha B'Av. Don't wear clothing that was laundered before
Rosh Chodesh, except on Shabbat. We do not drink wine or
eat meat of any kind, with the exception of the feeble, sickly,
or ill, who may eat poultry. We may eat meat and drink wine
on Shabbat or while attending a Seudat Mitzvah, such as a
Brit or the completion of a Tractate of Talmud.

EREV TISHA B'AV (WEDNESDAY JULY 22)

At the NpoONN NMYyD, the concluding meal before the fast,
aside from bread we do not eat two different types of cooked
foods. Three people should not eat together in order to avoid
making a Zimun. Sit upon the floor and eat the customary
egg dipped into ashes to symbolize mourning. Don't eat
another cooked food with the egg, as the egg itself
constitutes a cooked food. Stop eating and drinking, and
doing all the other categories of activities forbidden on Tisha
B'Av, before Shkia (8:22 PM).

Email Sara at membership@ahavatachim.org for
membership details or Shabbat hospitality.

PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various life cycle events related to members are
announced in the bulletin (e.g., births and
weddings of children/grandchildren, bar/bat
mitzvahs of children, deaths requiring shiva
observance, as well as travel to/from Israel to
study). Other personal announcements are not
appropriate except as part of the bulletin’s
dedication ($36 cost - $54 with photo).

NUMBERS & INFO

: To subscribe for updates, email

fairlawneruv@groups.io. Check status at https://

groups.io/g/fairlawneruv or call 201-254-9190.
: 201-796-0350. At Shomrei Torah. Go

to http://www.fairlawnmikvah.org/ for online
booking.
: AhavatAchimFL

BULLETIN DEDICATIONS,
ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND SHUL
CALENDAR

Email seplotnick@gmail.com for an
announcement of a simcha, refuah or life cycle
event in the bulletin or to dedicate a bulletin for
$36 ($54 w/Photo).

COMMUNITY SECURITY SERVICE

To become part of our community
security service, email Margo at

security@ahavatachim.org.


mailto:membership@ahavatachim.org
mailto:fairlawneruv@groups.io
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
http://www.fairlawnmikvah.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091322384429
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091322384429
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091322384429
https://www.instagram.com/ahavatachim/
https://www.instagram.com/ahavatachim/
https://www.instagram.com/ahavatachim/
https://www.instagram.com/ahavatachim/
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
mailto:seplotnick@gmail.com
mailto:security@ahavatachim.org

Mishlei/Proverbs
Post-Hashkama Shiur 37 — Revisiting Some Ideas
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21A man that sires a fool brings sorrow upon himself; and the father of an unworthy son has no joy. 22A
merry heart makes for good health, but a broken spirit withers bones. 230ne takes a bribe from a wicked
man's bosom, to pervert the paths of justice. 24Wisdom lies before an understanding man, but the eyes of a
fool are on the ends of the earth. 25A foolish son angers his father, and causes bitterness to the woman that
bore him. 26To punish a righteous man is not good, nor to strike the generous who have integrity. 270ne
with knowledge is sparse with his words; and a man of understanding speaks sparingly. 2sEven a silent
skeptic is considered a wise man; and one who shuts his lips is a man of understanding.'

A. “Disappointed parents” is revisited.

- V.21 — A man that sires a fool brings sorrow upon himself; and the father of an unworthy son has
no joy.

o My translation treats the first half as implying causation or failure, while the second half
describes the father’s reaction to the resulting reality. In that regard, the Vilna Gaon sees the
first half of the couplet as a metaphor for a failed Rebbe/Talmid relationship. Rabbeinu
Yonah does not see 3] as an evil person, but just someone unworthy of the inheritance to be
received on the death of the father. Compare this to the lament at Kohelet 2:18-19: “And I
hated all my toil in which I had labored under the sun, because I must leave it to the man
who shall come after me. And who knows if he will be a wise man or a fool, but he will rule
over all my wealth for which I have labored. . . .”

- V.25 — A foolish son angers his father, and causes bitterness to the woman that bore him.

o Malbim understands the father’s anger as being caused by seeing the bitterness the mother
of the wayward son is bearing. He sees this bitterness as causing her to nag, which in turn
angers the father (tying this into Mishlei 19:132).

B. The benefit of being silent/verbal restraint is revisited. At Mishlei 10:19 we were taught that “Among an
abundance of words transgression never lacks, but one that restrains his lips shows sense”, at 13:3 we
learned that for one that opens his mouth wide there is ruin, and at 12:23 that a fool proclaims his folly.
Here we have some related thoughts.

- V.27 — One with knowledge is sparse with his words; and a man of understanding speaks sparingly.

o The Daat Sofrim sees this as a statement against being long-winded. Too many words can
result in a listener losing attention, thereby defeating the purpose of the words spoken.

- V.28 — Even a silent skeptic is considered a wise man; and one who shuts his lips is a man of
understanding.

o Rav Saadiah Gaon sees the first half of the couplet as a definitive statement. That is, one that
avoids excessive speech is afforded the benefit of the presumption of being wise. Regardless,
shutting your mouth is definitive proof that one is a man of understanding. One question this
pasuk indirectly raises is whether one can act wise without being wise, while understanding
is simply evidenced by one’s actions.

! Mishlei Chapter 17.
2 «A foolish son is the ruin of his father, and the nagging of a wife is like the endless dripping of water.”
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C. Other thoughts revisited.
- V.22 — A merry heart makes for good health, but a broken spirit withers bones.

- Mishlei 15:13 - :7833 717, 29"N23v7) o019 2w nuiy 2b
- Mishlei 17:22 - :073"wW20n 7823 M) 073 20 mai 2b

o We translated Mishlei 15:13 as “A merry heart makes for a cheerful face, but a sad heart
[will] break one’s spirit.” V. 22 exchanges the reference to a cheerful face (2°]2) with good
health (7773), does not address the sad heart (29-n23¥v27) being the cause that broke one’s spirit,
but instead adds the outcome of a broken spirit being withering bones (273"w22n). In essence,
verse 15:13 is revisited here to discuss the impact on health of joy and heartbreak.
- V.26 — To punish a righteous man is not good, nor to strike the generous who have integrity.
o At v. 17:15 we spoke of the evil that results from acquitting the guilty or convicting the
innocent. This seems to be a continuation of that earlier thought.
- V.23 — One takes a bribe from a wicked man's bosom, to pervert the paths of justice.
o The injustices spoken about in Mishlei 17:15 and 17:26, namely wrongful judicial results,
perhaps are a result of the bribe mentioned here. Note that commentators differ as to whether
the subject of this verse is the one who bribes or one that receives the bribe.

D. Seeking a connection to spirituality, but looking elsewhere.

- V. 24 — Wisdom lies before an understanding man, but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the
earth.

o This struck me as having echoes of Eliyahu’s cry to the Jews of the Northern Kingdom:
“How long will you keep wavering between two sides? If Hashem is God, follow Him; and
if Baal is, follow him.” [I Melachim 18:21]. Read as part of the haftorah of Parshat Ki Tisa,
which discusses the incident with the golden calf.

o I would suggest that this pasuk may describe a real phenomenon among many Jews today.
The need for spirituality is built into the very being of the descendants of Yisrael, but many
Jews do not seek it in Judaism, but instead seek it elsewhere and often incorporate it into a
redefined Judaism. For example, there seems to be evidence to suggest that new American
adherents to Buddhism and Far Eastern practices such as meditation and yoga are
disproportionately Jewish®. About 30 years ago a book was written whose fundamental
premise was that Jews could rediscover their Jewish identity in Buddhism.* Similarly,
progressive ideology appears to have become a substitute spiritual center for many, replacing
much of traditional Jewish belief and practice. In a 2020 Pew Study,’ we find that only 15%
of Jews believe that halacha is essential to being a Jew, but 59% say that working for justice
and social equality is essential to being a Jew. And the Union of Reform Judaism states that
it sees: “social justice as the jewel in the Reform Jewish crown,”® but as one commentator
noted, “social justice” is “neither the only nor the central value” of Judaism.”

3 See https://tricycle.org/article/jewish-meditation/, https://tricycle.org/magazine/jewish-buddhists/, and https://www.jewishspirituality.org/vaetchanan-5785-
thats-why-they-call-it-the-present/.

4 See The Jew in the Lotus: A Poet’s Rediscovery of Jewish Identity in Buddhist India. by Roger Kamenetz.

3 See https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/05/11/jewish-identity-and-belief/.

¢ See https://urj.org/what-we-do/social-justice/why-advocacy-is-central-to-reform-judaism.
7 See https://sapirjournal.org/social-justice/2021/jews-and-the-dilemmas-of-social-justice/.
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With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation, dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel.
“I'have loved the Torah of R’ Chaim Schimmel ever since I first encountered it. It strives to be not just about truth on the surface but also its connection
to a deeper truth beneath. Together with Anna, his remarkable wife of 60 years, they built a life dedicated to love of family, community, and Torah.
An extraordinary couple who have moved me beyond measure by the example of their lives.” — Rabbi Sacks

This year’s series of essays were originally written and recorded by Rabbi Sacks zt”1in 5773 (2012—2013).
These timeless messages are accompanied by a new Family Edition created to inspire intergenerational learning on the Parsha.

Tzedek: Justice and Compassion

As Moses begins his great closing addresses to the
next generation, he turns to a subject that
dominates the last of the Mosaic books, namely
justice:

I charged your judges at that time: ‘Hear
the disputes among your people and judge
fairly, between one person and another,
whether Israelite or migrant. Do not show
partiality in judgment: listen equally to the
small and the great. Do not be intimidated
by any man, for judgment belongs to God.
Any case that is too difficult for you, bring
to me, and I will hear it.’

Deut. 1:16-17

Tzedek, “justice”, is a key word in the book of
Devarim — most famously in the verse:

Pursue justice, only justice, so that you may
live and possess the land that the Lord your
God is giving you.

Deut. 16:20

The distribution of the word Tzedek - and its
derivate tzedakah - in the Five Books of Moses is
anything but random. It is overwhelmingly
concentrated on the first and last books, Genesis

Tzedek: Justice and Compassion

(where it appears 16 times) and Deuteronomy (18
times). In Exodus it occurs only four times and in
Leviticus five. All but one of these are
concentrated in two chapters: Exodus 23 (where 3
of the 4 occurrences are in two verses, 23:7-8)
and Leviticus 19 (where all 5 incidences are

in chapter 19). In Numbers, the word does not
appear at all.

This distribution is one of many indications that
the Chumash (the Five Books of Moses) is
constructed as a chiasmus — a literary unit of the
form ABCBA. The structure is this:

A: Genesis — the prehistory of Israel (the
distant past) B: Exodus — the journey from
Egypt to Mount Sinai C: Leviticus — the code
of holiness B: Numbers — the journey from
Mount Sinai to the banks of the Jordan A:
Deuteronomy — the post-history of Israel (the
distant future)

The leitmotiv of tzedek/tzedakah appears at the
key points of this structure — the two outer books
of Genesis and Deuteronomy, and the central
chapter of the work as a whole, Leviticus 19.
Clearly the word is a dominant theme of the
Mosaic books as a whole.

1 Devarim


https://rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation-family-edition/

What does it mean? Tzedek/tzedakah is almost
impossible to translate, because of its many
shadings of meaning: justice, charity,
righteousness, integrity, equity, fairness and
innocence. It certainly means more than strictly
legal justice, for which the Bible uses words

like mishpat and din. One example illustrates the
point:

If the person is poor, do not go to sleep with
the pledge in your possession. You must
return his pledge by sunset, so that he may
sleep in his cloak and bless you. This will be
accounted to you as a righteous act before the
Lord your God.

Deut. 24:12-13

Tzedakah cannot mean legal justice in this verse.
It speaks of a situation in which a poor person has
only a single cloak or covering, which he has
handed over to the lender as security against a
loan. The lender has a legal right to keep the cloak
until the loan has been repaid. However, acting on
the basis of this right is simply not the right thing
to do. It ignores the human situation of the poor
person, who has nothing else with which to keep
warm on a cold night. The point becomes even
clearer when we examine the parallel passage

in Exodus 22, which states:

If you take your neighbour’s garment as
collateral, return it to him before the sun sets,
because it is his only clothing, the sole
covering for his skin. What else does he have
in which to sleep? And if he cries out to Me,
I will be listening: I am gracious.

Ex.22:25-26

The same situation which in Deuteronomy is
described as tzedakah, in Exodus is termed
compassion or grace (chanun). The late Rabbi
Aryeh Kaplan translated tzedakah in Deut. 24 as
“charitable merit”. It is best rendered as “the right
and decent thing to do” or “justice tempered by
compassion”.

Tzedek: Justice and Compassion

In Judaism, justice — tzedek as opposed to mishpat
— must be tempered by compassion. Hence the
terrible, tragic irony of Portia’s speech in The
Merchant of Venice:

The quality of mercy is not strain’d,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
“Tis mightiest in the mightiest:

it becomes the throned monarch better than
his crown;

His sceptre shows the force of temporal
power,

The attribute to awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway;

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
It is an attribute to God himself;

And earthly power doth then show likest
God’s When mercy seasons justice.

Therefore, Jew, Though justice be thy plea,
Consider this, That, in the course of justice,
None of us Should see salvation:

We do pray for mercy;

And that same prayer doth teach us all to
render the deeds of mercy.

I have spoke thus much

To mitigate the justice of thy plea ...

Shakespeare is here expressing the medieval
stereotype of Christian mercy (Portia) as against
Jewish justice (Shylock). He entirely fails to
realise — how could he, given the prevailing
culture — that “justice” and “mercy” are not
opposites in Hebrew but are bonded together in a
single word, tzedek or tzedakah. To add to the
irony, the very language and imagery of Portia’s
speech (“It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven”) is taken from Deuteronomy:

May my teaching pour down like rain, Let
my speech fall like the dew, Like gentle rain
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upon tender plants, And like showers upon
the grasses. As I call out the name of the
Lord, Come, praise the greatness of our God.
The Rock, His work is whole, For all His
ways are justice. A God of faith who does no
wrong, Just and upright is He.

Deut. 32:2-4

The false contrast between Jew and Christian in
The Merchant of Venice is eloquent testimony to
the cruel misrepresentation of Judaism in
Christian theology until recent times.

Why then is justice so central to Judaism?
Because it is impartial. Law as envisaged by the
Torah makes no distinction between rich and poor,
powerful and powerless, home born or stranger.
Equality before the law is the translation into
human terms of equality before God. Time and
again the Torah insists that justice is not a human
artefact: “Do not be intimidated by any man, for
judgment belongs to God.” Because it belongs to
God, it must never be compromised — by fear,
bribery, or favouritism. It is an inescapable duty,
an inalienable right.

Judaism is a religion of love: You shall love the
Lord your God; you shall love your neighbour as
yourself; you shall love the stranger. But it is also
a religion of justice, for without justice, love
corrupts (who would not bend the rules, if he
could, to favour those he loves?). It is also a
religion of compassion. For without compassion,
law itself can generate inequity. Justice plus
compassion equals tzedek, the first precondition of
a decent society.

Around the Shabbat Table

1. The word Tzedek has many translations. How do you interpret this word?

2. When Moses said, to fear no-one, for judgment belongs to God, what did he mean?

3. If you were a judge, what would be the hardest part of your job?

@ These questions come from this week’s Family Edition to Rabbi Sacks' Covenant & Conversation. For an interactive, multi-generational

study, check out the full edition at https://rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/devarim/tzedek-justice-and-compassion/

Tzedek: Justice and Compassion
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